Twelve Words Essential for Every Student’s Academic Vocabulary

1.  Analyze: 
• to determine the structure of something 

• to examine the component parts of something 

• to study something in order to understand how it is put together

2.  Compare:
• to examine two or more people or things for the purposes of noting similarities and differences


• to represent somebody or something as similar to another person or thing


• to recognize that some person or some thing is equal or similar in quality to another person or thing, especially to be as good as another person or thing


• to make a comparison to determine similarities

3.  Contrast:
• to show dissimilarities or points of difference between a person or a thing


• to determine that something is different compared to something else


• to understand why or how things or people are not the same

4.  Describe:
• to give an account of something by providing the details


• to tell about some person or some thing


• to provide a word picture of an event. A person, a place, or a thing

5.  Evaluate:
• to judge the importance or value of some thing or some person in terms of its quality or importance


• to calculate the numerical value of some thing


• to examine the worth of some thing or some person

6.  Explain:
• to make something clear


• to provide the causes or reasons for something


• to make something known in detail


• to tell about the meaning of something


• to provide reasons for some action or behavior

7.  Formulate:
• to draw something up


• to communicate carefully and with specific words

8.  Infer:
• to reach a conclusion on the basis of evidence

• to determine that something is implied

• to make an assumption based on reliable information

9.  Predict:
• to indicate what is going to happen based on present information or past experience


• to envisage that something will happen

10.  Summarize:
• to provide a shortened version of what has been said or written by stating its main points








• to present essential information in a shortened form




• to restate something in a concise manner

11.  Support:
• to provide active help

• to make it possible for some person or some thing to remain in place

• to provide encouragement

12.  Trace:

• to follow something back to its source




• to search through something





• to map out something
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