Preliminary List of TO DO Items 

1. GENIP will write Fritz Gritzner a letter of commendation for his continued work on behalf of geography education. 

2. Chris Shearer will develop a rationale, and identify specific deliverables and host institution(s) for between one and three new GENIP awards:

The Natoli Award—focused on national programmatic improvements;

The Ferguson Award—focused on identifying and honoring outstanding geography teachers; and

The Cohen Award—to honor legislators and other public servants for service to promote geography in policy or legislative settings.

The rationales will be circulated to the Committee. 

3. Chris Shearer will write a one/two page summary of GENIP intern research. 

4. Sarah Bednarz will catalogue GENIP intern work to date and solicit missing reports. Materials from 2004, 2005, and 2006 will be posted on the GENIP website.

5. James Marran will draft a brief letter to the NCLB Commission stating geography’s position on the legislation and circulate it for comment. Barbara Chow will contact and send the letter to Alex Nock, director of the Commission.

6. GENIP members and NGS staffers Patricia Norris and Ford Cochran will provide written comments on the Online GIS draft document to Sarah Bednarz by September 20. 

7. Joe Stoltman and Jim Marran will incorporate comments on the Highly Qualified Geography Teacher and recirculate before sending it to the executive director of each organization for approval.

8. GENIP members will review the piece on “Why Geography” prepared by Roger Downs to accompany the HQT piece and send comments by September 17.

9. Chris Shearer will send a final version of the GIS scope and sequence developed by Jamie Zech for posting to the GENIP web site.

10. Roger Downs will discuss the Enacted Curriculum project with the project director, Rolf Blank. Downs will request the right to review the final report and emphasize our preference for a focus on social sciences, not social studies.

11. Jim Marran will send information about reforms to the GED to Chris O Toole for and article in Perspectives.

12. Chris Shearer will ask Diane Stark Rentner for an advance copy of the Kappan article. GENIP will plan to write a letter to the editor highlighting geography’s position in NCLB.

13. Sarah Bednarz will have GENIP stickers produced to brand each “library” item.

14. GENIP, with the assistance of Zach Moore, will develop a library of key documents and brief statements outlining their significance for use with policy makers. The documents will be organized into 10 categories:

· Curriculum

· Technology

· Careers

· Achievement

· Professional development

· Assessment

· Networks

· Education Programs

· Scholarship & Research

· Editorials

15. Roger will write a follow up letter to Amanda Farris, copy to Darla Marburger, highlighting these materials:

· What Works

· Cross disciplinary curriculum materials (GeoMath, GeoLiteracy, Mission Geography)

· HQT statement

· Jobs/Careers article from Nature
· 21st Century Matrix

16. GENIP members will submit documents for inclusion in the library along with a brief description.

17. Michal Levasseur and Chris Shearer will check on the portability of the Online APHG course to other universities considering copyright and related issues.

18. Chris Shearer will confirm if NGS needs to invoice GENIP for intern Brian Johnson and whether Mary Lee Elden had an intern. 

19. GENIP members will check on their availability to meet in New York on these dates in March: 

March 2-3

March 16-17

March 23-24

March 30-31

Please respond to Sarah Bednarz by September 15.

