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The Council of Chief State School Officers/Wisconsin Center for Education Research hosted the third Surveys of Enacted Curriculum (SEC) Social Studies Committee Development Meeting in Chicago, Illinois from January 4-5, 2007. (The second Development Committee meeting, attended by David J. Rutherford and Zachary A. Moore, was held in Washington, DC from August 24-25, 2006. The inaugural Development Committee meeting, attended by David J. Rutherford, was held in Madison, WI from May 3-4, 2006.)

Background

The overall objective of SEC is to collect and report consistent data on current instructional practices and content taught in K-12 classrooms. Data collected through SEC is used to inform (a) researchers, (b) curriculum specialists, (c) teachers, and (d) program specialists/evaluators.  Over twenty states have actively participated in SECs in math, science, and English/language arts, and CCSSO/WCER officials anticipate that the same number of states will participate in the new social studies SEC. The forthcoming social studies SEC will provide educational data pertaining to four broadly categorized data-sets: (1) instructional content, (2) professional development, (3) instructional activities, and (4) teacher characteristics/beliefs/opinions.       

Meeting Summary

The focus of the third meeting of the Development Committee was to review/revise all four data-sets, with special attention given to the following survey items/topics:

· Instructional Activities: school and class description/homework (e.g. departmentalized, team taught, grade level, course topic(s), amount of homework time); assessments/instructional influences (e.g. national, state, local, assessments); instructional preparation/teacher opinions (e.g. how prepared they are to teach social studies content); professional development/teacher characteristics (e.g. pre-service education, in-service training, attended conferences).

· Instructional content, including topic list and content areas by subject (i.e. review/revise specific survey questions addressing instructional content by individual social studies disciplines).

· Issue of grain-size (i.e. how detailed and/or specific do we tailor each question) and impact on survey length.

The review/revision process of all sections, excluding subject-specific content areas, was addressed collectively among four subject-teams that represented the "big 4" social studies disciplines (i.e. civics/government, economics, geography, and history). All subject-teams collaborated on the review/revision of categories, descriptions, and level of teacher/student involvement related to all categories addressed under instructional practice. Conversely, groups representing the content areas of civics/government, economics, geography, and history worked on a team basis to review/revise instructional content of their respective discipline. The geography working group consisted of the following four individuals:

· Sigrid Lumbra: Social Studies Coordinator - Vermont Department of Education

· Zachary A. Moore: National Geographic Education Foundation

· Jeff Passe: Past President of the National Council for the Social Studies

· Vince Shatto: Teacher - Maine Department of Education

Please see Apendix I for a complete list of SEC Social Studies Committee members who attended the Chicago meeting.

A significant portion of the two-day meeting addressed issues of instructional content and reducing the scope and number of questions in each social studies discipline to ensure a survey that will take no more than two hours to complete. More specifically, representatives from civics/government, economics, geography, and history reviewed/revised the SEC instructional content matrix that contains lists of discrete topics associated with social studies instruction. The instructional content matrix prompts teachers to respond to a series of items regarding topic coverage (i.e. time spent teaching on a given topic) and expectations for students (i.e. cognitive engagement) in their target social studies class for the most recent school year.   

Prior to the January, 2007 meeting, the SEC survey of instructional content consisted of 38 topics in civics/government, 63 in economics, 67 in geography, and 128 in history. During the January meeting, participants reduced the survey to consist of 50 topics in civics/government, 51 in economics, 50 in geography, and 67 in history. Committee members determined that it would be necessary to enlarge the "grain size" of questions in order to minimize any potential objection to the length of the survey. 

All geography instructional content statements/topics were modeled on standards in Geography for Life: National Geography Standards. There was general agreement among the geography working group and the entire SEC Development Committee over accepting all 50 geography topics for inclusion in the social studies SEC. Please see the attached Excel document for a complete list of the 50 topics in geography.

Next Steps

The next steps for the social studies SEC include a spring content analysis field-test workshop, and survey administration and recruitment. CCSSO/WCER anticipate administrating a spring field-test in March or April 2007 to more than 100 teachers throughout the nation. They have requested the assistance of all SEC Development Committee members and affiliated organizations/states in recruiting teachers from all social studies disciplines to participate in the field test. The field-test will be used to assess the overall survey and align the content with state social studies curriculum standards/frameworks and assessment. It is anticipated that the survey will be finalized for a pilot study in July 2007.    
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