Reviving the Alliance Movement

In early September the esteemed geographer Sid Jumper, writing on behalf of himself, Dave Hill,and Lee Williams, prepared a brief request for action.  He began by outlining a series of concerns related to the health and continued vigor of State Alliances, particularly as they relate to the low number of grant requests to NGSEF. 

The situation is dire. We are all aware that the Alliance system is collapsing in some locations.  While diminished resources is a contributing factor to the disintegration, there appear to be other, larger, more worrisome issues focused on the lack of leadership, a clear vision, or agenda for geography education.

NGSEF provided leadership in the geography education arena for a number of years. It set the funding agenda. Now, since NGSEF has stopped providing guidance, it appears that some states are not able to develop their own.

Sid requested that there be an initiative to stimulate more good proposals from Alliances and to develop some sort of overarching theme or framework under which one or more Alliances could produce good proposals for programs with high visibility.

Sid intimated that the Grosvenor Grant program may be in jeopardy if more and better proposals are not submitted by State Alliances. 

Sid urged the organizations that constitute GENIP or GENIP working in concert with its members, jointly to produce a proposal for funding to work on developing an agenda and associated proposals in order to better situate geography as it moves toward the next reauthorization of ESEA. At the very least, Sid suggested, there is a need for a newsletter and/or web-based interactive communication to keep one and all connected on issues.

