Development of a Survey of Enacted Curriculum for the Social Studies
The Council of Chief State School Officers (CCSSO) has launched a project to develop a Survey of Enacted Curriculum (SEC) for the social studies. SECs currently exist for math, science, and language arts, and they were developed by the Wisconsin Center for Educational Research (WCER) beginning over ten years ago. They have been refined and validated through a strong record of peer-reviewed publication and have been and used by state school offices, school districts, and researchers for a variety of purposes. 

The CCSSO Web site has the following description of the SEC: 

The Surveys of Enacted Curriculum (SEC) are a practical, reliable set of data collection tools being used with teachers of Mathematics, Science and English Language Arts (K-12) to collect and report consistent data on current instructional practices and content being taught in classrooms. The resulting data provide an objective method for educators to analyze the degree of alignment between current instruction and state standards and assessments.  Teachers complete the Survey questions through an online, web-based system. Upon completion, the group data are reported in user friendly charts and graphs to facilitate analysis of the results.  The SEC data analysis and reporting tools are intended to assist teachers, administrators, and policymakers with planning for instructional improvement in several ways: (1) aligning classroom instruction with state standards and assessments; (2) evaluating effects of initiatives, such as professional development, in changing instructional content and/or practice; (3) analyzing instructional practices and teacher preparation to develop a needs assessment in low performance areas; (4) measuring indicators of instruction and their relationship to student achievement. State curriculum specialists, teachers, and researchers developed the SEC and reporting tools over the past decade. The Surveys have been field tested in hundreds of schools and classrooms through collaboration with state education agencies. The SECs are now being used in state and local projects across the U.S. The data collection, analysis, and application services are available through CCSSO and several collaborating partner organizations.

http://www.ccsso.org/projects/Surveys_of_Enacted_Curriculum/
The heart of the SEC is a two-dimensional measure of content taught in the classroom. The dimensions are:

· Content Areas and Topics

· Cognitive Demand

The easiest way to explain these two dimensions as a measure of enacted curriculum in the social studies is to use the existing SEC in Science as an example. Looking at the document titled “Science Taxonomy A.pdf” shows that science has 27 content areas that each have 4 to 12 topics. Note that the content areas can be aggregated to form meta-content categories that reflect the commonly taught science classes (e.g. content areas 2000, 2100n 2200 correspond to Earth Science). The cognitive demand categories for science (also called Student Expectations) are on page 9 of the document titled “SEC High School Science.pdf.” Instructions to teachers on how to complete the survey using the two dimensions also appear in this second document on pages 5 and 6, with the full survey comprising the remainder of the document.

The data that result from the survey are reported in various forms as illustrated in the document titled “How the data are reported 1.pdf.”

The first step in development of the SEC in the social studies is to draft a list of content areas and topics for the subjects and to suggest five categories of cognitive demand. I have developed drafts for both and would like you to review them and suggest changes. I’ve also developed a draft that suggests content areas for other subjects in the social studies. These drafts are found in the three following documents:

· “Content Areas and Topics.doc” contains my draft for geography based on the standards. Six content areas are about the maximum for any one subject, and that works well with the organization of the standards by essential elements.

· “Cognitive Demand.doc” contains my draft of five cognitive demand category titles and the descriptors to accompany them. These have to apply across all the social studies, and there will certainly be negotiation among the disciplinary experts to determine the ultimate form of these items, but my goal at this point is to make them as friendly for geography as possible. Once again, I used the language and ideas from the standards.

· “Social Studies Content Areas.doc” This document is my draft at the content area level for geography and other courses in the social studies. Once again, there will be negotiation with the other social studies on many of these content areas, but the goal is to make them as friendly for geography as possible.

Please review these critically. Everything is open to change and revision at this point. The goal is to get the best representation possible for geography within the parameters set by the SEC template.

