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Methodology and Respondent Details

As part of benchmarking research prior to the kick-off of National Geographic’s Education & Children’s Programs’ (ECP) public awareness campaign, a survey of middle/junior high school and high school administrators was conducted in the fall of 2005.  This survey focused on availability and adequacy of geography-related course offerings, materials, and other opportunities in middle/junior high schools and high schools.  This survey was conducted by mail among a sample of 2,500 middle/junior high school and 2,500 high school administrators and included a World map incentive.
  A total of 500 principals or other administrators responded to this survey, an overall response rate of 10%.  Based on this response rate, we should consider the possible effects of non-response bias, i.e., administrators whose schools place more emphasis on geography may be more likely to respond.

The table below shows details of respondents’ roles in their schools, as well as the type of students they work with primarily.

· Sixty-eight percent of respondents are middle/junior high or high school principals or assistance/vice principals.  The remainder indicated they are some other type of school administrator.
  One in five are curriculum or department heads.  Most of those who said they are some “other” type of educator said they are teachers.

· Respondents were slightly more likely to say they work with high school students than with middle/junior high students; a few (7%) work with both.

Respondent Details
	
	

	Administrator type
	

	Principal
	65%

	Vice/assistant principal
	3%

	Curriculum/department head
	18%

	Other
	14%

	
	

	Grade level respondent works with primarily
	

	Middle/junior high school
	44%

	High school
	49%

	Both
	7%


Respondent School Information
This survey asked respondents a few basic questions about their schools and student body.

· Most respondents to this survey (84%) work in public schools.  According to National Center for Education Statistics (NCES) data, roughly three-quarters of U.S. schools (elementary through high school) are public.

· In terms of school location, more are rural or suburban than urban.  NCES data shows the following rough percentages for school location: 28% urban (large or mid-size city), 34% urban fringe (large or mid-size city), and 38% rural (rural or small town). 

· Four in ten classified their students’ socioeconomic status as “average” and as many said it is “below average.”

· Half are in schools with 500 or fewer students; the remainder work in schools with more than 500 students.  Again based on NCES data, the U.S. average middle school size is 617 students; the average high school has 754 students.

Respondents’ School Characteristics
	
	

	School type
	

	Public
	84%

	Private
	16%

	
	

	School location
	

	Urban
	21%

	Suburban
	33%

	Rural
	47%

	
	

	Socioeconomic status
	

	Above average
	19%

	Average
	39%

	Below average
	42%

	
	

	Number of students
	

	Fewer than 200
	15%

	200 to 500
	33%

	501 to 1,000
	32%

	1,001 to 1,500
	11%

	More than 1,500
	9%


Courses Offered, Time Devoted to Geography Instruction 
This survey sought to understand the availability of geography-related courses in middle/junior high and high schools, either as required or elective classes.  More than nine in ten respondents said they offer World history and geography (91%) and U.S. history and geography (97%).  With the exception of AP Human Geography, all courses listed are offered by at least one-third of schools surveyed.
  

Courses Offered – Summary of Required and Elective
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Broken down more specifically, majorities of administrators indicated that four of the ten courses listed are required in their schools: Geography (60%), Earth science (66%), World history and geography (81%), and U.S. history and geography (96%).  Contemporary issues (34%) and environmental studies (36%) are the most widely offered electives among the courses listed.

Required vs. Elective Offerings

	
	Required
	Elective

	U.S. history & geography
	96%
	1%

	World history & geography
	81%
	11%

	Earth science
	66%
	19%

	Geography
	60%
	17%

	World cultures
	46%
	14%

	Regional studies (e.g., Western Hemisphere, Eastern Hemisphere)
	23%
	9%

	Contemporary issues
	16%
	34%

	Global/international studies
	13%
	19%

	Environmental studies
	13%
	36%

	AP Human Geography
	0%
	7%
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Looking at this data yet another way, three in ten middle/junior high or high school administrators indicated their schools offer just one to three of the courses listed on the prior page, either required or elective.  One in four offer six or more.

A few administrators responded that their schools offer some “other” geography-related course.  A sample of these responses appears below.  Several of these reference state or local history and geography courses.

	Geology.
	

	Texas Geography and History (mostly History).

	Washington State.

	European History.

	Sociology, Political Science.

	AP European History, Civics, American Government.

	Government, World Religions, Psychology, and AP Psychology.

	Civics.
	

	AP History.

	AP European, AP US History, and Sociology.

	Sociology and Psychology.

	Ancient Civilizations.

	South Carolina History.

	Economics.

	Ethnic Studies, Social Studies, AP World History.

	Modern European History.

	Modern Wars.

	Twin Cities Studies.

	AP American History, AP Government, AP Economics.

	American Government/Economics.

	Providential History (grades 7-12).

	Economics-Personal and Business.

	History Through Film, History Through War, and AP Government.

	Church History.

	Ancient History.

	State History.

	Ecology.
	

	Government/Economics.

	Ancient Cultures.

	PA History.

	WV History.

	US Constitution.

	Oklahoma History.

	AP World History, American Problems, Psychology, and Sociology.

	Introduction to Law.

	World Religion.
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Regardless of the courses offered, the majority of administrators surveyed indicated the amount of time spent on geography or geography-related instruction in their schools has stayed about the same since 2001.  One-third said it has increased.

· High school administrators are significantly more likely than those in middle/junior high schools to say the time devoted to geography-related instruction has increased.
Asked about their own schools’ attention to teaching students about geography and geography-related subjects, six in ten administrators (62%) said they believe they focus on these subjects “about the right amount.”  Thirty-seven percent, however, said “not enough” focus is put on these areas.  

· High school administrators and those in schools with more than 500 students are significantly more likely than others to say not enough emphasis is placed on geography-related instruction.

This survey also included a question asking administrators to write in any anticipated changes to instruction in the geography-related subjects listed.  Verbatim responses to this question appear in Appendix A.

Foreign Language Instruction
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Half of U.S. middle/junior high and high school administrators surveyed indicated that their school districts require no foreign language for graduation (49%).  Most of the remainder require just one to two years.  

· Rural schools are significantly more likely than suburban or urban schools to require no foreign language.

Six percent of school administrators reported that their school offers no foreign language instruction either at the school or at a district-wide location.  Twenty-eight percent offer just one language, while two-thirds (67%) said two or more languages are available to their students.

· Suburban schools are significantly more likely than those in other areas to offer two or more foreign languages, as are those whose students are at an above-average socioeconomic level and schools with 500 or more students.
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Looking at the specific foreign language courses schools have, Spanish is the most widely available (93%), followed by French (60%).  Others are available in one-quarter or fewer schools/districts.

“Other” languages offered include those listed below.  
	Sign language. (several mentions)

	Hmong.

	Armenian.

	Intensive English (ESL).

	Portuguese.

	American Sign Language. (several mentions)

	Philipino (Tagalog).

	Native American (Choctaw)

	Greek.


This survey also included a question asking what changes have been made to foreign language instruction in the past five years.  A representative selection of these responses appears in Appendix A.

AP Human Geography in High Schools

Among high school administrators, just seven percent indicated their schools currently offer AP Human Geography; ten percent plan to add it to their curriculum next year.  The vast majority (80%) have never offered the course.  These findings are similar to those from another ECP-sponsored survey conducted in early 2004.

AP Geography Offerings – High School Administrators
	
	High School Educators, February 2004 (n=191)
	High School Administrators, September 2005 (n=238)

	We currently offer AP Human Geography
	8%
	7%

	We do not currently offer AP Human Geography, but plan to offer it next year
	10%
	10%

	We used to offer AP Human Geography, but have discontinued it
	1%
	0%

	We have never offered AP Human Geography
	75%
	80%
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High school administrators who said on this most recent survey that their schools have never offered AP Human Geography were asked to answer a question about the reasons it is not available.  Four in ten said they do not offer it due to insufficient resources, followed by lack of student interest (35%).

Those who cited some “other” reason their schools do not offer AP Human Geography provided the following answers.

	First year offering Regular Geography and Beliefs. Ninth graders are too young for AP.

	Small school.  There are less than 500 students at peak population now.

	Never been a priority.

	Too small a population to specialize that much.

	Working with at-risk kids that are behind in grade level or credits.

	Goals of students do not require AP.

	Not applicable to curriculum.

	Correctional Facility School.

	We are an alternative education campus in place to combat drop-out rate.

	Already offer 26 AP classes at our school.

	Budget restrictions.

	Small school. AP European History and AP US History are offered.

	Alternative high school. Number of students doesn't justify.

	We offer dual-credit courses in many areas, no AP.

	Not test related.

	Continuation school. We offer district requirements only.

	We offer 5 AP classes at this time. Our intent is to have one AP offering in each department. (Core subject).

	Not NCLB driven.

	No time or space in the curriculum.

	No verified need.

	No teacher interest.

	Very small school.

	No room in schedule.

	Teachers prefer to integrate material into their courses.

	Very small district.

	Not enough teacher units.

	Lack of time.

	All of the above, plus no time in schedule because of state mandated classes.

	No room in curriculum.

	Not compatible with our mission as an intensive intervention center for at-risk students.


Geography-Related Field Trips
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All administrators received a series of questions about geography-related field trips, e.g., to cultural institutions, environmental locations, historic sites, aquariums, science museums, parks, zoos, IMAX films, or outdoor experiences.  Twenty-eight percent of administrators rated such field trips top-two-box in terms of importance to students’ overall education, and the majority consider them at least moderately important.

Regardless of the importance administrators place on this type of field trip, roughly half indicated their students participate in them just once a year (40%) or never (8%).  Three in ten say their students take geography-related field trips about once a semester, and twenty-three percent say they do so a few times a semester or more.

Frequency of Field Trips
	
	

	Never
	8%

	About once a year
	40%

	About once a semester
	29%

	A few times a semester
	20%

	Once a month or more
	3%


Half say this type of field trip occurs with about the same frequency as five years ago (52%), but thirty-five percent say their students participate in fewer field trips now.  Just 14% say they send students on more field trips than five years ago.

As might be expected, the chief reason for reduced field trip opportunities is budget constraints, followed by time constraints.  Very few mention lack of teacher or student interest.

Reasons for Reduced Number of Field Trips Compared with Five Years Ago (among those whose students take fewer field trips, n=171)

	
	

	Budget/financial constraints
	85%

	Time/curriculum constraints
	55%

	Security concerns
	20%

	Perceived lack of educational value
	12%

	Lack of teacher interest
	8%

	Lack of student interest
	2%

	Other
	5%


Those who said their students participate in fewer field trips for some “other” reason offered the following:

	Administrative constraints.

	Maximum Security Youth Correctional Facility.

	Distance.

	Smaller faculty.

	Gas.

	Few locations to visit.

	Lack of district support.

	Testing.

	Transportation.

	Academic requirement.

	Location.

	Availability. We are in a rural area.
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Availability of Other Geography-Related Opportunities

Three-quarters of middle/junior high and high school administrators surveyed offer at least one of the geography-related opportunities listed on this survey; 40% have two or more of these clubs or activities in their school.  The most commonly offered are foreign language clubs (49%), followed by geography competitions (28%),
 and environmental clubs (26%).  International clubs (6%), Geography clubs (3%), and International Baccalaureate (3%) are the least widely available.

· High schools are significantly more likely than middle/junior high schools to offer at least one of these opportunities.

· Administrators in schools that are suburban, above average socioeconomically, or have more than 500 students are significantly more likely than others to offer at least one geography-related opportunity.

“Other” geography-related opportunities listed by administrators include:

	History fair.

	Heritage Club.

	Multi-Cultural club plus week long trips to Russia, Quebec, and Puerto Rico last year.

	Academic Decathlon and Academic Super Bowl.

	Domestic Exchange with other high schools in other states.

	Rodeo Club.

	Current Events League.

	Scholastic Bowl.

	AFS.

	Building Bridges Programs.

	Amnesty International.

	History club.

	Gilder Lehrman Saturday Academy of American History.

	National Academic League.

	Class in Japanese culture.

	Diversity-Civil Rights Group.

	Black History and Cultural Brain Bowl.

	Close-up.

	History trip to Washington/Williamsburg.

	Social Studies fair.

	Outdoor trips.

	Model Congress.


Materials for Geography Instruction

Just over half of middle/junior high and high school administrators surveyed indicated their schools have inadequate materials for geography instruction (53%).  The remainder (47%) said they have adequate materials.

· Not surprisingly, administrators in schools with average or below average socioeconomic levels are significantly more likely than those above average to say they have inadequate geography materials.

· Those in schools with fewer than 500 students also tend to say their materials are inadequate.

This survey asked school administrators about the availability of several specific types of materials their teachers could use with students in the instruction of science, history, foreign language, and geography.  Overall, majorities said their schools have topographic maps (84%), globes (86%), atlases (91%), and political maps (95%).  Access to new technologies and resources is significantly lower.

Overall Availability of Resources
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Breaking down resource availability by subject taught, we see that more than half said their teachers have atlases, political maps, globes, or topographic maps at their disposal for teaching history or geography.  Four in ten or fewer said their schools make these resources listed available for the teaching of science and foreign language (see table, next page).

Across the four subjects referenced on this survey, fewer than one-third of administrators said their teachers have satellite images and maps, GIS, GPS, or other mapping software for use in student instruction.

Availability of Resources in Teaching Various Subjects

	
	Science
	History
	Foreign Language
	Geography

	Atlases
	32%
	80%
	30%
	67%

	Political maps
	21%
	90%
	40%
	66%

	Globes
	33%
	75%
	28%
	65%

	Topographic maps
	43%
	53%
	15%
	58%

	Satellite images & maps
	31%
	22%
	7%
	25%

	GIS
	9%
	6%
	2%
	9%

	GPS
	11%
	3%
	1%
	4%

	Other mapping software
	8%
	11%
	4%
	11%


Asked specifically about the use of GIS (geographic information systems), three-quarters of school administrators said their teachers do not use GIS with their students (74%).  As many said their teachers do use GIS as are unsure (13% each).

Among the majority who do not use GIS, budget constraints and lack of teacher training are the most prominent reasons, selected from a list.  

Reasons for Not Using GIS 

(among those whose teachers do not use it, n=365)
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Majorities of middle/junior high and high school administrators indicated that the geography-related software, atlases, maps, and geography-related videos their teachers use are no more than five years old.  Just 45% said they have globes that are this new; 14% have globes that are more than 10 years old.

Average Age of Materials in School
(among those who have each type of materials)

	
	New to 2 years
	3 to 5 years
	5 to 10 years
	More than 10 years

	Geography-related software
	28%
	33%
	12%
	3%

	Atlases
	26%
	42%
	21%
	7%

	Maps
	25%
	44%
	21%
	8%

	Geography-related videos
	18%
	39%
	21%
	5%

	Globes
	12%
	33%
	35%
	14%
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Geography-Related Professional Development

Six in ten middle/junior high and high school administrators surveyed believe that their teachers have inadequate professional-development opportunities in the area of geography/social studies.  Just over half said such opportunities are inadequate for physical geography/earth science.

[image: image16..pict]
Two-thirds said teachers from their schools have not participated in any geography-related professional-development workshops in the past two years (64%).  

Among those whose teachers have participated in such workshops, half said they were offered by local/state or national social studies associations.  One third indicated their teachers have attended school-district sponsored workshops; fewer selected other options listed. 

	“Other” organizations that administrators said have sponsored geography-related professional development included the following.

Region 14 Education Service Center.

	Local college.

	Texas A&M University.; University of Texas at Austin.

	Earth Watch.

	Georgia Council for Social Studies.

	Community college.

	National Council for Geography Education national meeting.

	State Government.

	University of Montana.

	College Board.

	Educational Cooperative.

	RESA.

	AP.

	Educational Service Center.

	Region Service Center.

	Fulbright Memorial Teacher Fund.

	Region 16 and West Texas A&M University.

	Regional Office of Education.

	Berks County Intermediate Unit.

	MDC.

	NMSA.

	ISSA.

	Textbook company (Glencoe).


When asked about the number of professional-development opportunities available in two selected fields, roughly one in four administrators checked “don’t know/not sure.”  Among those who offered an opinion, approximately three in four felt that the number of opportunities for professional development in geography/social studies and physical geography/earth science has remained the same since 2001.  Remaining respondents were slightly more likely to believe such opportunities have increased in recent years than to say they have decreased.
Parental Involvement in Geography Education at the School Level

A critical focus of the ECP public engagement campaign will be parental action in children’s education in a variety of ways including involvement with the schools.  This survey asked administrators how active parents currently are through a variety of means “in requesting that geography or geography-related courses be offered at your school.”  At this time, this particular type of parental engagement appears low, at least from the administrator perspective.  Half (52%) rated parental involvement in geography education as bottom-two-box, with a majority giving parental involvement a 1, 2 or 3 on a 10-point scale.
Parental Involvement in Requesting More Geography Education Opportunities
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This survey also asked middle/junior high school and high school administrators the best way for parents to influence the number/amount of geography-related courses, field trips, and/or materials in their schools.  The most frequently selected responses (from a list) were communication with the principal(s), the school district, or teachers.

Best Way for Parents to Influence Geography Education in Schools
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· Overall, three-quarters mentioned some school-level involvement.  Half chose district-level actions, and one-quarter said parents can be most effective through communications with government.

Open-Ended Comments on Geography Education
The last question on this survey asked: “Finally, if you have any other thoughts or comments on geography-related courses or enrichment programs, including ways parents, teachers, and students perceive them, please write them in the space provided.”  Respondents provided a wide range of answers which are included verbatim (not corrected for grammar or spelling) below.

	It would be nice to have the time to teach more Geography, but there's already too much curriculum smashed into too little time.

	We no longer have a complete course in American History on the 8th grade level, or on the intermediate school level in our school district.  This to me is a disadvantage to our students.

	Some Social Studies courses in general are being omitted from some schools because of more emphasis on reading and writing due to stats testing.  There seems to be this view from politicians that if it's not tested, it's not important.

	Because we are tested in U.S. History that is a district focus.  Geography is a very small part of the test.

	We once taught World Geography as a required class.  Now that North Carolina requires World History, Geography has taken a back seat.  I felt the Geography class was better.  History is covered as part of a people's cultural Geography.

	In the past two years our state added a government 1/2 credit requirement.  This caused us to revise our 9th grade curriculum to a 3 semester Global Studies and 1 semester Government program.  Three semesters of Global includes Geography and World History.

	We have several students most years participate in semester programs such as Semester At Sea, Island School, AFS, ESL, AFS and Rotary students (about a dozen each year).  Model United Nations started by students five years ago is very popular.  Great program through the University of Southern Maine.

	We are an academic magnet with selective admission criteria.  One hundred percent of our students attend college.

	The emphasis on Math and English has curtailed the electives we can offer in middle school.  With the introduction of state exams in Social Studies, we are seeing an increase in awareness for course improvements.

	We appreciate National Geographic's support of our state Geography alliance, and student programs like Geography Action Week and the Geography Bee.

	Our standardized test now tests students last two years on Geography and Earth Science.  Our budget has not increased to buy any new equipment.  The only thing I could afford were posters.

	We need easily accessible software or online current maps; i.e. overlay of U.S. expansion or physical overlay of rivers, mountains, etc. and then combine.

	My school is a middle level school on a Catholic campus containing an elementary, middle and high school.  I introduced the Geography Bee when I arrived and fought losing a semester 8th grade Geography course.  I lost.

	We use National Geographic maps in my classroom.  They are great, but I wish they were larger.

	With NCLB, there is very little time to devote to Geography.  The only way this will occur is if it can be integrated into Reading/Language Arts or Writing.

	In southwest Wisconsin, we have few opportunities to take any Geography or Earth Science classes for teachers that are meaningful.

	Geography in this system is a core element in the grade 3 - 6 curriculum.  At the secondary level it is subsumed into the specific course offerings and is addressed as each teacher plans.

	Needs to be emphasized more and correspond to O.G.T.

	Testing requirements for sophomores in the state of Ohio has made instruction standards based.

	In 1995 our local school board made Geography a requirement. The state of Tennessee needs to do the same.

	Materials are at a minimum for many schools and, unfortunately, state funding for public schools is inadequate.

	There is little interest in Geography, yet a huge gap in knowledge! The Channel One news broadcasts often connect Geography (zoom-in maps) to world events. That is helpful. There is little to stimulate Geography learning at the high school level.

	Two areas. Many of our students have never left their "hood". It is imperative that we get them to see all parts of their city. Many parents think our school setting is "gang city" and therefore do not want to send their students to this area.

	The "extras" make school fun. Without them we can be creative but not as supportive.

	Geography doesn't seem to be a priority which is too bad.

	We believe that Geography is important, but curricular restraints mandate U.S., World, Government, Economics.

	I have always loved the study of Geography, but with so much emphasis on testing Geography is never a primary area of focus.

	The interest in Geography is greater in those students whose parents are more highly educated and those students who have had the opportunity to travel.

	Budget and time seem to be the biggest barriers to overcome. I feel Geography should be a required element at each grade level, probably best achieved as part of History/Social Studies curriculum.

	I know what I would like to teach and what is needed, but pressure to score high on the State's Content Standards and Objectives testing and budgets restrict what can be accomplished.

	Need more interactive software to use with students to stimulate interest in Geography.

	There doesn't seem to be an urgency (by most) as it relates to this area of the curriculum, and that bothers me.

	As long as legislators, district officers, and parents see no value in Geography or World Cultures, nothing will change. We used to offer Geography, World Cultures, and Current Events, but not now.

	Our school is inside the maximum security fence at a juvenile correction facility. Parent involvement is limited by the nature of security.

	Small schools in Wisconsin and education, in general, are very inequitable. CESA's and SPED take too large a portion of the funds.

	We are in the process of adding overhead projectors to each room. We have Mac Computer Systems with Powerpoint available. It would be good to have some ready-made lessons on Powerpoint to download. Also, we use Glencoe texts in 8th grade, so this could be done on their software.

	It's not our main focus at this level.

	Funding needed.

	Concentration is on areas we do poorly in (Math/Science), and there is not a commanding reason to change our Social Studies curriculum. We are a district-leading middle school in Social Studies.

	I am teaching World History since the 1600's and have NO materials--maps, texts, software, etc. since the State of South Carolina changed the curriculum at the end of school last year.

	Geography is covered, but only as much as needed for our state testing to comply with "No Child Left Behind".

	I don't think Geography is perceived as important. Parents stress Math and Science and overlook Social Studies, History, and Geography. It gets worse each year.

	The N. J. Geographic Alliance lost its funding a few years ago. It has been a tremendous loss for our state, and it has happened twice! As soon as it gets associated with Rutgers, it seems as if things fall apart. This has frustrated many TCs in our state, including myself.

	There is some consideration to adding a Geography course to the high school curriculum. Geography is incorporated into History and Government classes, but we have no specific Geography courses. Environmental issues are dealt with in some Science classes.

	Because of time constraints, Geography is not emphasized except where it impinges on World History and current situations. In our foreign language courses, culture and Geography are not emphasized because the New York State Regents exam no longer includes any questions on those subjects. We used to offer AP Environmental Science, but our students did not do well on the exam, either because of lack of motivation or because of inadequate teaching or both.

	I think that, unfortunately, teaching to the state-mandated tests is causing our system to go back to the old method of "teaching Geography" within other courses.

	It is not a matter of "Does every school need this type of class?" but a matter of financing. A teacher must be certified, equipment and space needed, and every new class added creates problems in enrollment of elective-necessary classes. Funding is based on enrollment and declining enrollment prevents adding new, plus eliminates, electives.

	There is a need for teaching of Geography in middle school. Incoming freshmen have little knowledge of Geography. If it could be put into our curriculum it would be at the freshman level, but time constraints are the challenge.

	This is California. Our state is determined to destroy education. State funding decreases each year for teaching materials. All they are interested in is testing. Most of the money in this state is wasted before it gets to the schools and students.

	Parents and staff, as well as students underestimate the importance of understanding foreign cultures and foreign languages, especially in the Pacific arena.

	Students should have some Geography education in elementary and middle school.

	Would love to know more about GPS and GIS.

	State maps are hard to find that are large enough to refer to for all students to see. (Especially Washington State.)

	We are highly influenced in our curriculum by state standards.

	We spend so much time on Math and Literacy as required by State and Federal law that very little is left for Social Studies and the Arts.

	We are making a great effort (Social Studies Department) to increase time and effort using geographic material. Students love to work with "hands-on" materials and come to us (7th grade) lacking skills to help them have a sense of time and place.

	7th grade is the only year students get Geography in our district. We are so concerned with out-state testing (Florida FCAT) that little Social Studies work is done in grades K-5. Our class size amendment (22 per class by 2007) kills us so our supply budgets are gone.

	Geography is viewed as very important; That is why the 7th grade year in Social Studies is dedicated to it.

	Not a lot of interest exists in our school about Geography. If we could afford the technology that is out there now and new curricular materials, I think it would spark interest in the subject.

	Geography, as well as History, are seen as less important than Math and English in our school system because of standardized testing. I think it's a real shame.


Appendix A – Tables

Table 1 – If you anticipate any changes to instruction in the subjects listed above in the next five years, please describe them in the space provided.

	Hopefully a return to U.S. History Part I in the 8th grade.

	We have combined World Culture/Geography 6 & 7 and American History through "reconstruction" in the 8th.

	May move AP Human to 9th rather than 10th and move AP World to 10th.

	Arizona is in the midst of restructuring Social Studies curriculum which Geography is part of.

	Asian History (elective).

	World History if offered.

	We have offered some cultural courses and a course on New Jersey and have gotten too low of an interest response to run them. Perhaps the interest in the first may increase.

	We work on a contract system and are updating and changing contracts on a regular basis.

	We will expand Earth Science instruction.

	New text books, after state (CA) makes adoptions/standards.

	Our curriculum is in phase one of change.   Next year Phase II will be writing year (goals, objectives, outcomes, activities, etc.)

	Cannot comment on this at this time.

	Most of our curriculum is on computer. We add enrichment in all areas.

	Meeting standards.

	We will add Geography as a one semester course.

	Integration of more technology and possible interdisciplinary offerings are being discussed.

	May make year long courses into semester courses.

	World Geography replaced by state mandated courses in Globalization.

	consider adding AP Human Geography to curriculum

	Economics-next year as a requirement

	Just went from a 9th grade semester course in Foundation of World History course to a year-long course.

	We need to offer courses about the Eastern Hemisphere.

	World History and Geography, U.S. History and Geography.

	An additional (not specified) Social Studies course will be offered in 2006-2007.

	Adding AP Human Geography

	New AZ state standards were adopted in 9/05.

	AP Geography

	We will be changing from a Junior High (grade 7-9) to a middle school (grade 6-8) for the 2006-2007 school year.

	New AZ state standards go into effect next year. More Geography is part of the standards.

	Add World History.

	Perhaps we will offer an AP Human Geography.

	Sixth grade World History to 1500's,  and seventh grade World History 1500's to present.

	6th grade World Cultures will be added in 06-07.

	Local history class for publication, only for 1 year.

	Possible combination of World Studies and American Studies.

	World History is a 2-year course. Includes much culture.

	Perhaps adding another year of U. S. History or World History.

	We base our curriculum on New York State Regents requirements.

	We switched this year from all of our (non-college prep) kids taking 1 year of World Studies to combining all levels of students in World History.

	Possible offerings;  World Geography, Psychology, update History text.

	Our Social Studies curriculum committee put the district on notice that we believe 3 years of Social Studies should be required:  U. S. History and U. S. Government (both current), World History or World Cultures should be added.

	Washington State History (I am currently looking for a good map.).

	Just the teacher.

	AP European History.

	We plan to develop our curriculum to better watch proposed state standards in Environment, Earth Science, and Global Studies.

	Discussion in making U. S. History a 2-year program and Ancient Civilization and World History dropped.

	State-wide recommended curriculum is being developed.

	Western Hemisphere for a full year and then Eastern Hemisphere for a full year.

	Will possibly add Geography, Psychology, and/or Sociology as an elective.

	With enough teachers we would like to offer an elective course in Geography.

	AP European History was recently added to the curriculum.

	We used to offer Japanese, but no certified teacher is available.

	6-9 sequence in transition.

	We have just made a new Social Studies adoption.

	Adding Civics and Government Economics.

	As state regulations change, we will change.

	U. S. Foreign Policy.

	Geography will be offered in serious ways as an elective course.

	Increased AP. Dual credit.

	We will be changing our World Geography to Western Geography/History of the World next year.

	Hard to tell at this time.

	Earth Science may be offered when we leave coordinated sciences for traditional sciences.

	Staffing might impact the number of courses offered. Budget.

	Adding Economics and History to Geography course.

	Possibly move U. S. History or split it.

	Every 5 years we complete a curriculum review. This year is the review.

	We need to have the state approve Grade Level Content Expectations. We will buy new materials that align to these expectations.

	We are adjusting our curriculum to meet the new Minnesota standards.

	We are reevaluating this year. No details at this point.

	Depends on NCLB, funding, and testing requirements, all of which are out of our control.

	No specific changes, but Social Studies has been added to our statewide testing program (ISTEP).

	Science will change to a mixed spiral curriculum eliminating Earth Science.

	We follow the state standards.

	Reduced funding for qualified teachers.

	If the state changes requirements, we change.

	Pending CT frameworks revisions.

	In elementary 4-6 Environmental Studies, Geography, etc. are incorporated into Social Studies, Science curriculum.

	Geography course added.

	Possible Advanced Placement offerings.

	Implementation of World Cultures course.

	With new MN grade standards, more will be required in Social Studies.

	Civics will be added as a required course.

	More toward elective area, non-Western electives.

	Contemporary Issues.

	We plan on offering AP Geography and Global Studies for the 2006-2007 school year.


Table 2 – If there have been any changes to foreign languages taught in your school in the past five years, please describe them in the space provided.

	Language(s) added/emphasis shifting

	Yes, added French.

	We will add Mandarin Chinese next year.

	AP Italian.  Honors component added to years two and three.

	Addition of French, loss of German.

	Addition of Russian.

	We have added more Spanish classes.

	German is being phased out. Enrollment in Spanish is rising while fewer students are taking French.

	Growth of ASL courses and Japanese.

	We have added a "Foreign Language Exploratory" course.

	We added Chinese.

	Spanish is now being taught for the first time.

	We added Spanish as an elective this year.

	We've added Latin. We've added 7th grade foreign languages.

	Added AP classes; Italian.

	German has been offered since 2004.

	AP courses have been added.

	Added Sign Language.

	Added Latin this year.

	French was added and Spanish was extended down to the junior high.

	Yes. Added French at Jr. High level.

	We are increasing (have) the time for Spanish instruction from 2 days per week to 5 days.

	Increased Spanish, discontinued German.

	Added Spanish for native speakers.

	Plan to include Spanish.

	Added Spanish IV.

	Upper level courses have been added.

	Expanded Spanish to 4 years.

	Add German.

	We now offer conversational Spanish and a club about Greek.

	Addition of Classical Greek.

	German being added.

	Added both Spanish and Japanese. Had neither.

	Punjabi.

	Added French two years ago.

	Switch from German to Spanish.

	It has been increased by the addition of Italian and decreased by eliminating Chinese and Arabic.

	Added Latin. One student independent study ASL and one student independent study Norwegian.

	We've added Italian.

	We used to offer French, but Spanish has replaced French.

	Chinese now taught in grades 7-8 as well as high school.

	More time offered in Spanish this year.

	Latin, middle school.

	Yes. 7th graders can now take the equivalent of 1st year high school language. Previous to this it was broken down into 2 years.

	Add Spanish to the Jr. High curriculum.

	German added last year.

	We brought back Spanish as an elective after six years without it.

	We added Spanish for all grades.

	French. 2005 first year.

	Added Japanese last year.

	Addition of AP Spanish.

	Latin has increased in course offerings.

	We have increased the offerings to more grades and added French last year.

	French was just offered in the last 3 years.

	We added Italian for 2005-2006.

	

	Language(s) deleted

	German was offered for 2 years.  Insufficient funds and limited student interest forced discontinuation.

	Latin was eliminated.

	Dropped German. Budget reduction.

	No more German.

	We dropped Japanese

	Dropped Latin

	Eliminated German due to limited interest

	Dropped French

	French program being cut. This is the last year.

	We are in the process of dropping German from our course listings.

	We lost our Latin teacher.

	Took out German.

	Yes, dropped French.

	Less emphasis on language instruction in middle school.

	Latin and German were dropped at the high school level.

	7th grade Foreign Language was discontinued. We only offer it at 8th grade level.

	The middle school has dropped Spanish.

	We no longer have Spanish in the middle school.  The last year was 2004-2005.

	No longer offer Italian due to lack of enrollment.

	We no longer teach Japanese.

	Dropped German.

	Latin dropped, Italian added.

	We offered French for two years, but the teacher left my district.

	We have dropped German.

	French was dropped.

	German dropped because no instructor.

	Dropped French.

	Lost Latin.

	Dropped French 1, 2, and 3.

	We no longer offer Japanese.

	Dropped French. Lack of teachers with French or German certification.

	Latin was dropped 2 years ago.

	

	Requirements or years offered changed

	Four years now offered.

	Latin has been re-introduced. French is now offered for 4 years (up to AP French).

	Dropped foreign language in middle schools resulting in class of 2007 not being able to take 5th year.

	A new diploma will not require a foreign language. (general diploma)

	Foreign language is now taught in 7th grade.

	Spanish and French have been added at the middle school level.

	Honors Spanish at grade 8.

	Decrease in number of years from 3 down to 1.

	All 7th grade introduction to Spanish; all 8th grade introduction to French and German.

	Less offerings in grade school and junior high.

	Changed from one semester to one year.

	Requirement of state for three years.

	

	Other

	We are a small continuation school and requirement can be met with Fine Arts.

	Increased emphasis. New updated written curriculum, increased use of technology to teach foreign languages.

	Online offerings have allowed for French and Latin to be provided.

	Live French replaced Spanish (via cable) due to certification.

	Time for the junior high foreign language instruction has increased.

	Some students have taken French, Japanese, and Russian off campus.

	Japanese and Russian were offered as distance learning.

	French is an instant-learning class.

	Accelerated Spanish classes offered in last 2 years.

	French offered on U-TEL by district.

	Some courses are offered on-line.

	We have some languages taught via satellite.

	Student in junior high can take the equivalent to first year high school foreign language over 2 years.

	We receive our Spanish classes via long-distance learning from a college campus in Aberdeen, SD.

	French is offered on-line only.

	Added offerings in French and German over distance-learning network.

	Added a distance-learning German class.

	On-line study of Japanese.
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Highlights





As one element of benchmarking for Education & Children’s Programs’ (ECP) public awareness campaign, a survey was fielded among middle/junior high school and high school administrators in order to determine the availability and adequacy of geography-related courses and other opportunities within their schools.  This survey was conducted by mail among a sample of 5,000 school administrators and a total of 500 surveys were returned.





Majorities of administrators indicated their schools offer U.S. history and geography, world history and geography, earth science, geography, or world cultures as either required or elective courses.  Among high school administrators, seven percent said their schools offer AP Human Geography.





The majority of administrators said the amount of geography or geography-related instruction in their schools has stayed the same since 2001 (58%).  Six in ten believe their schools pay “about the right amount” of attention to geography-related instruction (62%); 37% say “not enough” emphasis is put on these areas.





Half of the middle/junior high and high school administrators who completed this survey said their school districts have no foreign language requirement for graduation.  Twenty-eight percent of schools offer just one foreign language, while two-thirds offer two or more.  As might be expected, Spanish is by far the most-offered language.





Twenty-eight percent of administrators rated geography-related field trips top-two-box on a 10-point scale in terms of importance to students’ overall education, and the majority consider them at least moderately important.  Nevertheless, roughly half said their students participate in such field trips just once a year (40%) or never (8%).





Large majorities of administrators said their schools have topographic maps (84%), globes (86%), atlases (91%), and political maps (95%).  Majorities also said their geography-related software and videos, atlases, and maps are no more than five years old, though  only forty-five percent said their globes are this new.





Although majorities surveyed have basic geography resources that are not significantly outdated, over half (53%) feel their materials for geography instruction are inadequate, especially among schools with average or below-average socioeconomic student populations.  Further, access to newer resources such as GIS, GPS, and satellite maps/images is lacking across the board.





Asked the best way for parents to influence geography-related courses and other opportunities in their schools, three-quarters mentioned some school-level involvement – communication with teachers or principals, PTO/PTA involvement.  Half chose district-level actions, while one-quarter said parents can be most effective through communications with government – state legislatures or Congress.





Majorities of administrators surveyed felt their teachers have inadequate professional development opportunities in geography, as two-thirds said their teachers had not participated in such training in the past two years.





At this time, parental engagement in requesting geography or geography-related courses appears low, at least from the administrator perspective.  Half (52%) rated parental involvement in geography education as bottom-two-box, with a majority giving parental involvement a 1, 2 or 3 on a 10-point scale.





























Foreign Language Requirements
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Availability of Geography-Related Opportunities*
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*Multiple responses allowed.  Percentages will not total 100%.











Sponsorship of Teacher-Attended Geography-Related Workshops 


(among those whose teachers have attended in past two years, n=178)*
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*Multiple responses allowed.  Percentages will not total 100%.














Time Spent on Geography or Geography-Related Instruction
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Foreign Languages Offered*
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*Multiple responses allowed.  Percentages will not total 100%.








Number of Geography-Related Courses Offered
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One to three�
30%�
�
Four or five�
43%�
�
Six or more�
27%�
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Importance of Geography-Related Field Trips to Students’ Overall Education
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Reasons for Not Offering AP Human Geography, (among High School Administrators who have never offered it, n=190)*
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*Multiple responses allowed.  Percentages will not total 100%.














Adequacy of Geography-Related Professional Development
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Number of Professional Development Opportunities


(among those who did not select 


“don’t know/not sure”)
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� Due to an error at the letter shop, 500 of the total 5,000 surveys mailed approximately four days later than the remainder of the surveys. 


� MDR provided the sample list for this survey.  All recipients were selected based on their status as either a middle/junior high or high school principal, according to MDR’s database records.


� Source: Public Elementary and Secondary Students, Staff, Schools and School Districts, School Year 2002-03, February 2005, National Center for Education Statistics, U.S. Department of Education.


�AP Human Geography data are only among respondents who indicated they work primarily with high school students.


� Multiple responses allowed.  Percentages will not total 100%


� Multiple responses allowed.  Percentages will not total 100%


� Multiple responses allowed.  Percentages will not total 100%.


� Among middle/junior high school administrators, 48% offer geography competitions.


� Multiple responses allowed.  Percentages will not total 100%.


� Multiple responses allowed.  Percentages will not total 100%.


� Multiple responses allowed.  Percentages will not total 100%.


� Multiple responses allowed.  Percentages will not total 100%.
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		Other		14%

		Middle/junior high school		44%

		High school		49%

		Both		7%
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time for geog instruc

				Required		Elective

		U.S. history & geography		96%		1%

		World history & geography		81%		11%

		Earth science		66%		19%

		Geography		60%		17%

		World cultures		46%		14%

		Regional studies (e.g., Western Hemisphere, Eastern Hemisphere)		23%		9%

		Contemporary issues		16%		34%

		Global/international studies		13%		19%

		Environmental studies		13%		36%

		AP Human Geography		1%		8%

				Summary offered		Summary not offered

		U.S. history & geography		97%		3%

		World history & geography		91%		9%

		Earth science		85%		15%

		Geography		76%		24%

		World cultures		60%		40%

		Contemporary issues		50%		50%

		Environmental studies		49%		51%

		Regional studies (e.g., Western Hemisphere, Eastern Hemisphere)		32%		68%

		Global/international studies		32%		68%

		AP Human Geography		9%		91%
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time for geog instruc
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		Earth science
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parents - req geog

		Increased		32%

		Stayed about the same		58%

		Decreased		8%

		Not sure/don't know		2%
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focus on geog

		1 - Not at all active		31%

		2		21%

		3		18%

		4		7%

		5		11%

		6		4%

		7		4%

		8		2%

		9		1%

		10 - Very active		1%
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focus on geog

		





for lang req

		Too much		1%

		About the right amount		62%

		Not enough		37%
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AP geog

		None		49%

		One year		13%

		Two years		32%

		Three years		6%

		Four years or more		1%

		None		49%

		One year		13%

		Two or more		39%

		Languages offered

		Spanish		93%

		French		60%

		German		27%

		Latin		18%

		Japanese		7%

		Italian		3%

		Chinese		3%

		Russian		2%

		Hebrew		1%

		Arabic		0%

		Other		6%

		Number of languages offered

		None		6%

		One		28%

		Two or more		67%
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AP geog
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		0

		0
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		0
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field trips

		0

		0

		0

		0
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geog-rel opps

		0

		0
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best way to influence

		amg work w/ HS students (n=274)

		We currently offer AP Human Geography		6%

		We do not currently offer AP Human Geography, but plan to offer it next year		9%

		We used to offer AP Human Geography, but have discontinued it		0%

		We have never offered AP Human Geogrpahy		84%

		amg don't offer (n=224)

		Insufficient resources		54%

		Lack of student interest		43%

		Lack of information on course availability		27%

		No qualified instructor		19%

		Other		15%
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best way to influence
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GIS

		1 - Not at all important		1%

		2		0%

		3		3%

		4		3%

		5		15%

		6		10%

		7		18%

		8		22%

		9		12%

		10 - Very important		16%

		Never		8%

		About once a year		40%

		About once a semester		29%

		A few times a semester		20%

		Once a month or more		3%

		More		14%

		About the same		52%

		Fewer		35%

		amg "fewer" (n=171)

		Budget/financial constraints		85%

		Time/curriculum constraints		55%

		Security concerns		20%

		Perceived lack of educational value		12%

		Lack of teacher interest		8%

		Lack of student interest		2%

		Other		5%
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materials -- adeq, avail

		0

		0

		0
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age of materials

		0
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		0

		0

		0

		0
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prof dev

		At least one		75%

		None		25%

		Foreign language clubs		49%

		Geography competitions (e.g., the National Geographic Bee)		28%

		Environmental club		26%

		Model United Nations		14%

		International club		6%

		Geography club		3%

		International Baccalaureate		3%

		Other		7%

		None of these		25%

		None		25%

		One		35%

		Two or more		40%

		among those who offer at least one

		Foreign language clubs		37%

		Geography competitions (e.g., the National Geographic Bee)		21%

		Environmental club		20%

		Model United Nations		11%

		International club		5%

		Geography club		2%

		International Baccalaureate		2%

		Other		5%



Mean: 7.24
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school info
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		0

		0

		0
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		School level		74%

		District level		49%

		Government		25%

		Communication with principal(s)		49%

		Communication with district		49%

		Communication with teachers		47%

		PTO/PTA involvement		31%

		Communication with state legislature		24%

		Communication with Congress		10%

		Other		5%
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		0

		0

		0

		0

		0

		0

		0





		Use GIS?

		Yes		13%

		No		74%

		Not sure		13%

		among those who don't use GIS (N=365)

		Budget/financial constraints		71%

		Lack of teacher training/familiarity		59%

		Time/curriculum constraints		35%

		Hardware limitations (e.g., old computers)		24%

		Technical restrictions (e.g., computer network security concerns)		20%

		Lack of teacher interest		14%

		Perceived lack of educational value		5%

		Lack of student interest		4%

		Other		4%
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		0

		0
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		0

		0

		0

		0
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		Adequate		47%

		Inadequate		53%

				Science		History		Foreign language		Geography

		Topographic maps		43%		53%		15%		58%

		Globes		33%		75%		28%		65%

		Atlases		32%		80%		30%		67%

		Satellite maps & images		31%		22%		7%		25%

		Political maps		21%		90%		40%		66%

		GPS		11%		3%		1%		4%

		GIS		9%		6%		2%		9%

		Other mapping software		8%		11%		4%		11%

		Overall availability

		Political maps		95%

		Atlases		91%

		Globes		86%

		Topographic maps		84%

		Satellite maps & images		45%

		GIS		15%

		GPS		13%

		Other mapping software		16%
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		0

		0

		0

		0
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		amg those who have materials

				New to 2 years		3 to 5 years		5 to 10 years		More than 10 years

		Geography-related software		28%		33%		12%		3%

		Atlases		26%		42%		21%		7%

		Maps		25%		44%		21%		8%

		Geography-related videos		18%		39%		21%		5%

		Globes		12%		33%		35%		14%
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				Geography/social studies		Physical geography/earth science

		Adequate		41%		47%

		Inadequate		59%		53%

		teachers from school -- geography-related prof dev workshops past 2 years

		Yes		36%

		No		64%

		amg teachers did participate

		Local/state or national social studies associations		48%

		Your school district		34%

		Your state geography alliance		20%

		Some other organization		17%

		Don't know/don't recall		8%

		geog/SS prof dev opps since 2001

				Geography/Social studies		Physical geography/Earth science

		Increased		13%		12%

		Stayed about the same		55%		54%

		Decreased		8%		7%

		Not sure/don't know		23%		26%

		geog/SS prof dev opps since 2001 (w/o DKs)

				Geography/Social studies		Physical geography/Earth science

		Increased		17%		17%

		Stayed about the same		72%		74%

		Decreased		11%		10%
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Geography/Social studies

Physical geography/Earth science



		Urban		21%

		Suburban		33%

		Rural		47%

		Socioeconomic status

		Above average		19%

		Average		39%

		Below average		42%

		# of students

		Fewer than 200		15%

		200 to 500		33%

		501 to 1,000		32%

		1,001 to 1,500		11%

		More than 1,500		9%

		500 or fewer		48%

		More than 500		52%

		Public		84%

		Private/parochial		16%
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