Hi!

I attended the Alliance for Curriculum Reform meeting on August 27, and want to send you a report before you meet in Denver.  

  

It was a good meeting, better than any I have attended before.  You'll see why.

  

I have attached the "key points" from the meeting.  These were just sent out by Kent Siedel (ACR Ex. Dir.). The minutes have been delayed, but I think he has covered everything.  I'll send them when I receive them.  I'll comment on the first two items in the "key points." The others are self-explanatory.

 

1.  You can see from the list of participating organizations that the core subjects are still not well represented in ACR.  I found out why.  1) The ACR constitution has required that only executive board members serve as ACR representatives, and this isn't practical for some organizations. 2) The dues for the large organizations are very high, up to $1500, depending on the budget of the organization.  The National Science Teachers Association, for example, doesn't think membership is worth the price.   (NCSS is still a member, but no-one has attended the last two meetings.) Everyone agreed to change the requirement restricting the representatives to board members,  and the dues problem was also eliminated.  The U of Cincinnati is now covering much of the operational cost, including all of Kent's salary and office expenses, so the budget has changed and there is no need for large dues.  A majority vote decided that annual dues would be $300 for all member organizations. 

  

We did the usual introductions/updates around the table, and I was impressed with materials distributed by the National Council of Teachers of Mathematics.  They have been working with a lobbyist (one of the speakers at the meeting, Ellin Nolan) and seem to be very savvy in terms of advocacy.  They developed an 80-page book, NCTM Communications Guide:  Expanding Our Reach that tells members how they can "act as a public voice for education by informing and educating the public and policymakers..."  The book offers 1) lots of advice on how to interest and deal with the media and 2) basic information about how to deal with policymakers, from how to write effective letters to explanations of the legislative process.  It's a nice item to give to members - for an organization large enough to afford it.   They also give away a very compact Congressional Directory, with photos of and information  on every Congressperson, details about committees and subcommittees.  It's published by Capital Advantage here in DC.  The NCTM representative also referred to a weekly Legislative Update that they provide for their members via e-mail.  I checked the website just now (www.nctm.org) and found that it's actually available to anyone. Just send an e-mail to legnet@nctm.org and say that you want to subscribe. They want your name and address, and they want to know whether you teach K-12.

2. Speaker presentations/discussion session re: Current and near-future policy concerns for education and educational organizations

Ellin Nolan, President, Washington Partners, LLC, was the first speaker.  She was a teacher, became a congressional staffer, then started a lobbying business which apparently is in demand in the education community.  The NCTM rep. said that she was the person responsible for the math and science funding in NCLB.   I wish we had known about her...   She talked about No Child Left Behind - nothing you don't already know:  that it was remarkably bipartisan at the outset, but that now there is great partisan controversy over funding.  The Republicans say it's received enough funding, the Democrats say it will fail without large increases.  If Kerry is elected NCLB will inevitably be modified, but if Bush is elected it won' be easy to make changes in the next reauthorization.  How best to advocate change:  team up with other organizations and get business support, which is what NCTM and NSTA did, under her guidance.  "Smaller organizations need a unique angle."   She confirmed what I keep hearing about high school graduation rates being one of the next big issues.

  

 

Joshua Farrelman, Office of Government Relations, American Library Association DC office.  He talked about the NCLB budget and repeated what Ellin said about Republicans vs Democrats, i.e. the Republicans feel that NCLB has received enough funding.  He also repeated what I have heard elsewhere, that another Bush administration would make some serious budget cuts in education spending starting 2006.  You probably know that the House committee has recommended  canceling the Teaching American History project, after all that fanfare.  Joshua is pretty sure that it will get through the full House, but doesn't think there is any chance it will get through the Senate.  Tidbits: Expect the Senate to delay social security checks by a couple of days in September.  This pushes the payments into the next fiscal year, and the government suddenly has an extra $2 billion in the budget.  Evidenced-based reform - everyone knows it's not working but no Congressman will say he's against it (motherhood, apple pie, etc.).  No state has enough teachers to meet fill the available positions. 

Much of the rest of the time was devoted to discussing ACR's mission, how the constitution might be changed to better accommodate member needs, and how to attract more organizations.   The steering committee had already made some recommendations, like changing the dues structure and the requirements that representatives be executive board members.  Everyone agreed that the forum format should continue, with speakers on relevant topics.   You can see the details in the attached "New Bylaws."  ("Constitution" was changed to "Bylaws.")  They made some additional changes, shown in the attachment, and sent it out for a vote after the meeting.  It had all been discussed, so I assume it was accepted.  I voted yes.

In general, I left feeling much more positive about ACR than I had previously.  The forum idea is excellent and they seem determined to bring in worthwhile speakers.  And I think they have a good chance of attracting some of the organizations that had opted not to join, which would give ACR a much stronger voice.  I recommend that we continue the membership - I think it will be a stronger organization that we will stand to benefit from.

I wish you a good meeting in Denver.  I'll miss being with you!

 

Osa
