International Geography Olympiad: Brisbane, Australia – June 2006


[See:  http://www.rgsq.gil.com.au/olympicC.htm ]

Preliminary Plan

1) Financial requirements

a) Air travel – currently there are non-stop flights (Qantas and American Airlines) between LAX and Brisbane for between $900 and $1100.  An additional $500 should get most anyone from home to LAX.  Therefore, assuming $1500 per person, the cost for four students and two adults is estimated at $9000.

**Travel from home to the nearest airport would be the responsibility of the student or adult sponsor.

b) Registration – the registration is A$350, which at the current exchange rate is approximately US$270.  The cost for four students and two adults is US$1620.

c) Australian Visa – electronic visas for Australia can be obtained online for US$15.  The cost for four students and two adults is US$90.

**For anyone without a US passport, the cost of obtaining a passport would be the responsibility of the student or adult sponsor.

d) Incidentals – the Olympiad organizer in Brisbane will cover the cost of accommodations, meals, and excursions.  Money for incidentals would be the responsibility of each student or adult sponsor.

e) Excursion – the Olympiad organizer is planning a post-Olympiad tour into the semi-arid region west of Brisbane.  Each member of the team would receive US$400 to allow participation in this field experience.

f) Insurance – the Olympiad requires medical/travel insurance.  Proof of insurance would be the responsibility of each student or adult sponsor.

Preliminary estimated costs:  US$13,110 (planning should include contingency funds for additional costs that may arise in the coming months.)  

Recommended level of funding:  US$18,000 

Possible sources of funding:


a) GENIP


b) Private companies, e.g., ESRI, NGS, Rand McNally, Nystrom, CRAM


c) American Airlines (? possible concession on ticket price?)

2) U.S. Team Selection


a) Team composition – 

· 4 students, ages 16-19 years (they may not have begun college)

· 2 adult sponsors (they must be actively involved in geography education)

b) Team identification – possible student candidates

· students who have successfully completed a course in either AP or IB geography

· high scorers on the 2005 Geography Challenge

· past winners in the NG Bee (those who meet the age requirement)

c) Identification process – 

· advertise at the Birmingham annual meeting

· direct contact with known successful AP and IB teachers

· direct contact with teachers participating in the 2005 Geography Challenge

· contact via the NG Bee office with past Bee winners

· Students must be nominated by a teacher who is an NCGE member (teacher may join in order to nominate)

· Exception: past Bee winners may be nominated by the NG Bee office

· Nomination form  (identify geography and earth science courses taken; results on national exams, e.g., AP, IB, Geography Challenge; school transcript; SAT scores)

· Statement from student explaining why he/she should be a team member

· Two letters of recommendation (one from geography teacher; one from another recent teacher)

d) Selection process – 

· Committee to review/rank applications

· Written test to evaluate finalist student proficiency

e) Adult sponsor selection – 

· Parallel application/selection process for adult sponsors

· Sponsors must be current NCGE members (must already be a member; cannot join just to acquire eligibility) 

· Preference given to applicants who have a strong geography background and fieldwork experience

3) Timeline


a) publicity needs to begin immediately

· Perspective

· NCGE website  (details and application forms could be posted there)

· AP Human Geography electronic discussion board

· Direct contact with selected teachers

· NG Bee office

· Inserts in Birmingham registration bags + signs posted

b) application deadline – November 15

c) application submission to IGEO – December 15

d) team and sponsor selection – January 15

[** should there be alternates?]

e) team members and sponsors develop a system of regular communication via e-mail and phone conferences – from January 16

4) Travel arrangements

a) team members are responsible for obtaining passports, visas, proof of insurance

b) team members must supply NCGE with parental permission and release of liability forms

c) NCGE will coordinate travel arrangements and communications with IGEO organizers in Brisbane

