NCLB Updates

12/9/03 – Rules modified to make it easier for students with severe cognitive disabilities to be tested and to be included in state performance rating

1/04 - States on record opposing NCLB: ME, VT, CT, VA, ID, UT; threaten to reject federal Title I money

1/8/04 – 10 members of Democratic Senate Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions Committee direct letter to Rod Paige advising “corrective legislation”

2/19/04 – 

• DOE revamps testing guidelines for LEP students to accommodate to their special needs

• DOE offers clearer guidelines on the meaning of “scientifically based research” for grant applicants.  Expresses interest to negotiate definition of quantitative research

2/9/04 – Harvard Civil Rights Study assessing NCLB


• no common meaning in states

• sanctions fall especially hard on minority/integrated schools not meeting AYPs

• dual accountability system emerging (federal & state) presently affecting 21 states

• states using their own $$s to implement provisions

2/27/04 – National Governors Association conference calls for changes in legislation to make the law easier and more cost effective to implement at state level

3/5/04 – NAGB study shows that NAEP needs significant makeover at 12th grade to improve reliability

•expand test’s purpose to include assessment about readiness for work, college and military

•require reading and math tests every 2 years in every state for every student

•make science and writing voluntary but a priority

•geography and other core subjects should be regularly tested (e.g., once a decade)

•NAGB reviewing recommendation

•Pres. Bush endorses compulsory reading and math 12th grade testing as complement to NCLB in 4/6/04 speech

3/15/04 – David A. Dunn, a chief White House domestic policy adviser, assigned to DOE to coordinate the implementation of NCLB.   Concern about “misinformation about the way NCLB works.”

3/16/04 – DOE relaxes federal rules determining what constitute Highly Qualified Teachers 

• rural school teachers highly qualified in one subject have 3 years to become highly qualified in the other subjects they teach

• science teachers need only demonstrate they are highly qualified in “broad field” science OR in individual fields such as chemistry. physics, biology, earth science

• states allowed flexibility in assessing competence of teachers in multiple subjects in meeting HQT criteria (e.g., middle school language arts teacher teaches American History and state geography and history)

3/22/04 – Students in 61 urban districts reported to show improvement in reaching AYPs in math and reading on state assessments as a result of 2 years of  NCLB data tracking 



•90% of 4th grade in math



•93% of 4th grade in reading



•83% of 8th grade in math



•53% of 8th grade in reading

Note: DOE reports that achieving urban schools succeed when all K-8 teachers are trained as literacy specialists.  Such schools make literacy achievement a priority.

3/23/04 – In White House meeting, Chief State School Officers sense more conciliatory federal stance on implementing NCLB (i.e., dialog, discussion, negotiation, etc.)

3/29/04 – Sec. Paige announces regulations change on test participation rates.  States may average participation over 2 to 3 year period to reach 95% of students overall taking tests.

Change will reduce number of underperforming schools.
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