I.D.


National Council for Geographic Education
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2005 Annual Meeting, Kansas City, Missouri

The 2005 annual meeting in Birmingham, Alabama, October 12-15, 2005, currently has over 400 registered participants.  Special displays and on-going demonstrations of the southern culture and traditions will be featured at the “Southern Traditions Festival” on Thursday, 10:00 am – 3:00 pm in the Exhibit Hall.  You can pick up a quick box lunch and join the National Geographic Bee for an informal lunch, information, and door prize drawings.  Meeting session strands include the Middle East, Geography of the Caribbean and Geography and Social Justice.  The AAG Workshop, A Teacher’s Guide to Modern Geography, will be held Saturday and Sunday after the meeting (pre-registration is required, no fee).  The pre-meeting field trip to Mobile Bay had to be cancelled due to damage from Hurricane Katrina.

Advanced Placement Human Geography Workshop and Online Course

NCGE has received a Grosvenor Grant from the National Geographic Education Foundation to support a program to train new AP Human Geography teachers and encourage schools to offer new courses in AP Human Geography.  The first summer workshop, directed by Susan Hardwick, was held at the University of Oregon, July 14-17, 2005.  The AP publications from NCGE and GENIP were provided to all participants.  Although the number of participants was less than desired, it reached the targeted audience as thirteen of the eighteen participants were novice APHG teachers while the others had limited experience teaching the course.  Evaluations were very positive and will be used to refine the workshops for 2006 and 2007.  The online course has been developed and teachers are now enrolled for the Fall 2005 term.  NCGE extends its thanks to GENIP for the support of travel for two of the participants; without this help they might not have been able to attend.

NASA Grant

NCGE has received a one-year grant from NASA to develop curriculum materials using remotely sensed imagery.  We are awaiting the full details as to funding as the original grant proposal was for three years.  Osa Brand has met with Michael Solem (AAG) and others about NASA’s request for a joint proposal and will meet September 26, 2005, with the project coordinator from NASA.

ACR Policy Forum, September 8, 2005

Osa Brand and Michal LeVasseur attended the first of three scheduled policy forums organized by the Alliance for Curriculum Reform.  See attached report.

Vice President of Research and External Relations for 2006

Joseph Stoltman, Western Michigan University, will assume the position of Vice President of Research and External Relations January 1, 2006.  In that capacity he will become one of NCGE’s representatives to GENIP.

Publications


FOCUS on Human Geography is now available ($19.95 with discount for volume orders).   With the addition of this volume we have a nice set of three publications to support Introductory Human Geography and APHG.

Respectfully submitted,

Michal L. LeVasseur, Executive Director
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