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Methodology 

As part of benchmarking research prior to the kick-off of National Geographic’s Education & Children’s Programs’ (ECP) public awareness campaign, a survey of students who graduated from U.S. high schools this year was fielded in July 2005.  This survey was intended to learn about geography and geography-related curriculum during respondents’ middle/junior high school and high school years, as well as their future course of study.  Decision Insight conducted this survey online with its teen panel in July 2005.  One thousand teens responded to the survey.  The table below shows the open rate, click-throughs, and total completed surveys.

Response Rate Details

	
	

	Total e-mails delivered
	166,594

	Total opened
	6,095

	Total click-throughs
	1,985

	Total completed surveys
	1,000


Respondent Characteristics
All respondents to this survey indicated they are 2005 high school graduates and the survey was evenly divided between male and female respondents (50/50 split).  The survey included three additional demographic questions: type of school, ethnicity, and region.  Decision Insight applied quotas to ensure that respondents matched U.S. census figures as closely as possible on ethnicity and region.

· Most students attended a public school for the majority of their high school education (86%).  Thirteen percent attended a private or parochial school and one percent were home-schooled.

· Three-quarters of respondents indicated they are white/Caucasian (76%).  

Respondent Ethnicity
	
	

	White/Caucasian
	76%

	Black/African-American
	9%

	Hispanic/Latino
	9%

	Asian-American/Pacific Islander
	3%

	Native American/Inuit/Alaska Native
	1%

	Other
	2%


· The following table shows respondents’ regional breaks.

Respondent Region
	
	

	South
	33%

	Midwest
	24%

	West
	24%

	Northeast
	19%


In addition, Decision Insight’s teen panel database provided household income information.  Six in ten respondents live in households with an income of $50,000 or less (59%); 41% have household incomes of more than $50,000.

Courses Taken in Sixth through Twelfth Grades 
This survey sought to understand the course of study recent graduates followed during their middle/junior high school and high school years, as well as whether these courses were elective or required.  Six in ten recent graduates indicated they took a required “Geography” course, and eight percent took it as an elective.
  In general, roughly one in ten or fewer said they had studied any of the subjects listed as an elective, and five of the eight listed received “did not take” marks from majorities.

Courses Taken – Sixth Through Twelfth Grades
[image: image2.emf]8%

13%

11%

7%

9%

62%

53%

40%

38%

21%

10%

6%

4%

49%

55%

71%

76%

85%

90%

6%

10%

14%

36%

31%

0%

20%

40%

60%

80%

100%

GeographyEarth/space

science

World

cultures

Global

studies

Intl studies Contemp

issues

AP Env

Science

AP Human

Geog

Elective Required Did not take


· Students in the Northeast were significantly more likely than those in the Midwest, South, or West to say they took International Studies, Global Studies, or World Cultures as a required course. 

Those who indicated they took each of these types of courses as an elective received a follow-up question asking the primary reason they did so.  See page 9 for a table of full results to this question.

· Majorities of students who elected to take International Studies (59%) or Contemporary Issues (56%) said it was because they “knew the content would be important for future knowledge.”  Half said their general Geography course would be important for future knowledge (51%).  

· Majorities indicated they took elective courses in International Studies, Earth/Space Science, or World Cultures because they “had a particular interest in the subject” (60%, 58%, 56%, respectively).  

· In terms of their importance for future studies, graduates were most likely to select AP Human Geography and AP Environmental Science as favored by colleges (36% and 41%, respectively).  

Students received a specific question about foreign languages studied.  Three-quarters studied Spanish during their middle/junior high school and high school years, followed distantly by French.  Very few followed any of a list of more non-traditional or emerging language courses of study.  Five percent studied no foreign language.

· Students in the Midwest were significantly more likely than those in other regions to have studied German.

Respondents received follow-up questions asking how many years they had taken geography-related (i.e., Geography, Global Studies, International Studies, World Cultures, Contemporary Issues, Earth/Space Science, AP Human Geography, AP Environmental Science, etc.) or foreign language courses (see graph, next page).  A majority (57%) said they took four years or more of any of the type of geography-related courses listed.  Half of students who indicated they studied at least one foreign language (48%) took four or more years.  

Number of Years of Geography-Related and Foreign Language Coursework

(among those who took any)
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· On average these recent graduates took four years of geography-related courses in grades six through twelve.  They had on average 3.6 years of foreign language instruction.
Influence of Parents and Others on Coursework Selection
These students surveyed were most likely to say their friends (32%), parents (30%), or teachers (26%) had “much influence” on their choice of elective/non-required classes in middle/junior high and high school.  Overall these respondents were a bit more likely to say their friends (86%) or teachers (82%) had at least “some influence” than to say their parents did (77%).  One-quarter said their parents had “no influence” over elective courses taken.  

Influences on Elective Courses in Middle/Junior High and High School
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Importance of Various Subjects

This survey also included a question about the importance of a list of subjects to life in general, future studies, and future career.  

· Majorities of high school graduates considered each of the topic areas listed “very important to my future career,” with English, U.S. History, World History, and Geography topping the list.  

· Just three of the subject areas listed rated as “very important to my future studies” among majorities: English, Biology, and Algebra.

· None of these subjects was considered “very important to life in general” by more than half of respondents.  Geography, Environmental Science, and History are viewed as the least relevant on this measure.

· The table below shows responses by subject, as well as groups who were significantly more likely to consider each “very important” in one of the three areas listed.

Importance of Subjects to Life, Studies, Career

	
	Very important to future career
	Very important to future studies
	Very important to life in general

	English
	78%
	55%
	47%

	U.S. History
	77% (white)
	38%
	20%

	World History
	75%
	37%
	20%

	Geography
	75% (white)
	35%
	22% (male)

	Computer Science
	68% (white)
	50%
	47% (male)

	Foreign Language
	67%
	49%
	39%

	Environmental Science
	65% (white)
	43%
	22% (male)

	Biology
	57% (male)
	55%
	36%

	Algebra
	56%
	62% (male)
	47% (male)


Educational Plans For Coming Years

The majority of graduating seniors surveyed plan to continue their formal education in one way or another.  Three-quarters plan to attend a 4-year college or university.  Very few are unsure or do not plan to continue their education in the near-term.

Plans for Next 1-2 Years
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· Recent graduates from the West were significantly less likely than those in the South, Midwest, or Northeast to say they plan to attend a 4-year college or university within the next year or two.
This survey asked those who do plan to pursue further studies how interested they would be in a number of specific course offerings “when you continue your education.”  These recent high school graduates are most likely to be “somewhat” or “very interested” in study abroad (73%) and foreign language courses (72%).  Majorities voiced an interest in six of the eleven subjects listed.  Half were “not at all interested” in studying Human Geography or “Other Global/environmental studies and related courses” and a slim majority were “not at all interested” in Physical Geography (54%). 

The table on the next page shows interest levels by area of study, as well as groups who were significantly more likely to be “very interested” in a particular course offering as part of their future education.

Interest in Future Courses of Study

(among those who plan to continue formal education, n=953)
	
	Not at all interested
	Somewhat interested
	Very interested

	Study abroad
	28%
	27%
	46% (female)

	Foreign languages
	29%
	34%
	38% (female, 

non-white)

	World history
	36%
	43%
	22%

	International relations
	39%
	39%
	22%

	International business
	46%
	33%
	22%

	International development
	46%
	37%
	17%

	Global economics
	48%
	35%
	17% (male)

	Environmental science
	49%
	37%
	14%

	Human geography
	50%
	38%
	12%

	Physical geography
	54%
	35%
	11%

	Other global/environmental studies & related courses
	50%
	17%
	33%


Reasons Selected for Taking Elective Courses

	
	International studies (n=87)
	Contemporary issues (n=144)
	Global studies (n=70)
	Geography (n=85)
	World cultures (n=110)
	AP Human geography (n=64)
	Earth/space science (n=127)
	AP Environmental science (n=95)

	I knew the content would be important for future knowledge
	59%
	56%
	53%
	51%
	44%
	41%
	35%
	33%

	The course had a reputation for being easy
	3%
	19%
	14%
	22%
	13%
	3%
	23%
	18%

	The course had a reputation for being challenging
	23%
	17%
	20%
	12%
	18%
	28%
	21%
	21%

	The teacher was considered very good
	41%
	45%
	40%
	27%
	40%
	30%
	39%
	31%

	Colleges favor elective courses such as these
	33%
	22%
	27%
	24%
	25%
	36%
	28%
	41%

	I had a particular interest in the subject
	60%
	51%
	39%
	48%
	56%
	34%
	58%
	42%

	Other
	22%
	16%
	17%
	20%
	15%
	23%
	13%
	20%
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Highlights





As one element of benchmarking for Education & Children’s Programs’ (ECP) public awareness campaign, a survey was fielded among students who graduated from high school in 2005 to determine how many had taken geography or geography-related courses, perceived importance of these areas of study, and educational plans for the future.  Decision Insight managed this survey among its teen panel on behalf of National Geographic.  The Asia Society contributed to the funding of this research.  One thousand recent U.S. high school graduates completed the survey.





Six in ten recent graduates indicated they took a required “Geography” course; eight percent took it as an elective.  In general, roughly one in ten or fewer said they had studied any of the subjects listed as an elective, and five of the eight listed – Global Studies, International Studies, Contemporary Issues, AP Environmental Science, AP Human Geography – received “did not take” marks from majorities.  On average, respondents took four years of geography-related courses during their sixth through twelfth grade years.





Three in four respondents studied Spanish during their middle/junior high school and high school years, followed distantly by French (28%).  Very few followed any of a list of more non-traditional language courses of study.  Respondents studied an average of 3.6 years of foreign language between grades six and twelve.





Students surveyed were most likely to say their friends (32%), parents (30%), or teachers (26%) had “much influence” on their choice of elective/non-required classes in middle/junior high and high school.  Overall these respondents were a bit more likely to say their friends (86%) or teachers (82%) had at least “some influence” than to say their parents did (77%).





Majorities of high school graduates considered each of nine topic areas listed “very important to my future career,” with English (78%), U.S. History (77%), World History (75%), and Geography (75%) topping the list.  Just three of the subject areas listed rated as “very important to my future studies” among majorities: English, Biology, and Algebra.  Of interest, however, none of these subjects was considered “very important to life in general” by more than half, including only 22% for Geography.





This survey asked those who do plan to pursue their studies how interested they would be in a number of specific course offerings “when you continue your education.”  These recent high school graduates are most likely to be “somewhat” or “very interested” in study abroad (73%) and foreign language courses (72%).  Majorities voiced an interest in six of the eleven subjects listed.  Half were “not at all interested” in studying Human Geography or “Other Global/environmental studies and related courses” and a slim majority were “not at all interested” in Physical Geography (54%). 




































































Foreign Languages Studied*





Language�
Percent who studied�
�
Spanish�
76%�
�
French�
28%�
�
German�
10%�
�
Latin�
9%�
�
Japanese�
3%�
�
Hebrew�
2%�
�
Italian�
3%�
�
Chinese�
1%�
�
Arabic�
1%�
�
Russian�
1%�
�
Other�
3%�
�
None of the above�
5%�
�
*Multiple responses allowed.  Percentages will not 


 total 100%.








4% open rate


33% click-through 


50% completion rate


Among those opened, 16% response rate


 



























































� The open rate for this survey was about half what Decision Insight expected, likely due to summer vacations and the e-mail invitation’s being sent just prior to the Fourth of July holiday weekend.  Among those who opened the invitation e-mail, click-through and completion rates were on par with expectations.


� Respondents could indicate they took a particular course as elective, required, or both.  As a result, “required” and “elective” percentages for each subject cannot be totaled.


� NCES data from 1992 showed that 77% of high school seniors planned to go to college right after high school.  Similarly, an Education Trust survey referenced in a 2003 National Crosstalk article showed, “about 70% of high school graduates actually do go to college within two years of graduating.”


� Multiple responses were allowed for each course listed.  Percentages will not total 100%.
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