Crisis in Geography

Whereas, (need quote);

Whereas, (need quote) and

Whereas, to address this problem and this need, two major shortcomings of America's educational system--

(a) the inadequate time given to geography instruction, especially in the early grades; and

(b) the inadequate training in content demanded of teachers of geography;

--require urgent attention;

We, the undersigned, many of us members of the four geography professional associations who are vitally interested in promoting the quality and quantity of geography education, submit this statement on the CRISIS IN GEOGRAPHY in order to urge the Congress of the United States to (support legislation? What?)

1. Given the emphasis on Reading in the No Child Left Behind legislation, we recommend the adoption of guidelines to ensure that the texts used to teach reading include a substantial proportion of geography content;

2. Given the excellent Geography curricula that have been adopted in a number of States, we recommend that, as an amendment to the No Child Left Behind legislation, States and localities (the determiners of educational policy) be encouraged to adopt substantial requirements for the teaching of geography in the first eight grades; and

3. Given the success of the national Alliance movement (and?)

(i) that these programs be expanded;

(ii) that funds be provided for all States to offer such programs; and

(iii) that funds be provided for all Schools of Education to offer intensive preparation in the content of Geography as part of the education of teachers of geography, environmental science, and social studies.

Signed by:
