Content Areas and Topics for Geography
The World in Spatial Terms
1. Geographic representations – maps and globes

2. Geographic representations – diagrams, graphs, models

3. Geographic representations – photographs (aerial and other) and satellite images

4. Map properties (e.g. size, shape, distance, direction)

5. Map elements (e.g. title, scale, symbols, legend)

6. Directions (personal and cardinal) and/or grid systems (latitude and longitude)

7. Geospatial technologies (e.g. geographic information systems, global positioning system)

8. Mental maps (creation and use)

9. Spatial organization (e.g. pattern, hierarchy, distribution, linkage, accessibility)

10. Movement and spatial interaction

11. Location (absolute and relative)

12. Location of features on earth (e.g. continents, countries, states, cities, mountains, oceans, rivers)

Places and Regions
1. Locations and physical characteristics of places (e.g. climates, landforms, vegetation, animals)

2. Locations and human characteristics of places (e.g. language, religion, political and economic systems)

3. Place creation (e.g. cultural landscapes, meaning, social relations)

4. Place and identity (personal, community, national)

5. The concept of regions and regionalization

6. Types of regions (formal, functional, perceptual)

7. The influence of culture and experience on people’s perceptions of places and regions

8. Political and cultural regions of the U.S. and the world

Physical and Environmental Systems
1. Climate and/or world climate regions

2. Earth/sun relationships and seasons

3. Weather and weather systems

4. Formation and change of landforms

5. The hydrologic cycle

6. The oceans

7. Global patterns of wind and ocean flows

8. Ecosystems and ecological processes

9. Major world biomes

Human Systems
1. Population

2. Migration

3. Culture, culture groups, and cultural change

4. Global economic processes and systems

5. Global transportation and communication networks

6. Human livelihoods – primary, secondary, tertiary

7. Urban systems and human settlements

8. Conflict and cooperation over territory at local to global scales

9. Global political systems and interactions among nations, states, and non-state actors

Human / Environment Interactions
1. Human modification of the physical environment

2. Human adaptation to the physical environment

3. Carrying capacity of earth’s ecosystems and biomes

4. Resources and resource use

5. Energy and energy use

6. Pollution and environmental problems

7. Natural hazards (e.g. hurricanes, earthquakes, floods)

The Uses of Geography

1. Employ the spatial perspective

2. Employ the ecological perspective

3. Use geography to interpret the past

4. Use geography to interpret the present

5. Use geography to forecast and plan for the future

6. Use geography to identify and solve problems

7. Make connections between oneself and the world from local to global scales
