Cognitive Demand Categories and Descriptors

Memorize / Recall

· Recall knowledge of places, events, dates

· Locate features (countries, cities, oceans, etc.) on a map

· Provide facts, terms, definitions

Conduct Investigations / Perform Procedures

· Locate and collect information/data

· Observe and systematically record information/data

· Read, decode, and interpret maps, graphics, statistics, etc.

· Conduct interviews

· Conduct fieldwork

· Identify problems

Organize / Represent / Demonstrate

· Organize information/data systematically

· Translate across representations (written, graphic, numeric, tabular, models, etc.)

· Organize, represent, and display information/data with maps, graphs, diagrams, tables, and/or other representations

· Design effective displays of information/data

Analyze / Synthesize

· Discern patterns, relationships, connections

· Develop coherent explanations from data and observations

· Identify trends, interactions, sequences

· Organize information and data usefully

· Interpret maps

· Interpret statistical data

· Make inferences, draw conclusions

· Understand complex, multi-step causation processes

Apply / Evaluate
· Develop valid generalizations

· Make decisions, solve problems, form judgments

· Prioritize among imperfect alternatives

· Understand varied and divergent perspectives

· Develop new hypotheses from conclusions and generalizations

