Report from

The American Geographical Society

to

Geographic Education National Implementation Project

April 23, 2005

1) FOCUS on Geography:  

a. Free copies continue to be provided to teachers participating in Alliance workshops

b. Photo-essays introduced in last two issues were well received.  Consequently, the practice will be continued as long as there is good, substantive text to weave the pictures together in a “story.”

c. Editor Greg Chu finishes his appointment at NSF at the end of the summer and resumes full editorial responsibility for the magazine.

d. NCGE’s FOCUS reader for Advanced Placement geography classes is about to be printed.

e. McColl Family Fellowships continue to generate for the magazine fieldwork-based articles based on work somewhere abroad.  The fellowships are open to K-12 teachers as well as others.

2) Geographical Review:

a. With eight special issues in varying degrees of preparation and with guest editors assisting with several of those, the co-editors anticipate production of five and possibly six issues of the journal in 2005.

b. Electronic access to the complete archive of the Geographical Review, up to and including the most recent issue  (and its predecessor the Bulletin of the American Geographical Society), is now available at libraries through Jstor and four other servers.

c. Preparation of an anthology of the 20 most influential articles published in the journal since its inception is underway.  Publication of the volume is under consideration by three publishers.  Each article is accompanied by commentary defining its impact.  The book will constitute an overview of the discipline of geography and of the journal’s evolving concerns.

3) Media Outreach project:  

a. AGS now distributes articles by geographers, suitable for printing on op-ed pages, to 280+ newspapers in the U.S.

b. Articles have appeared in the Beacon Journal (Akron,OH); Chicago Tribune; San Francisco Chronicle; Casper, Wyoming Star Tribune; Sun Herald (Mississippi); North Jersey Media Group; Los Angeles Times; Anchorage Daily News; and Rush Limbaugh’s website(!), among others.

4) AGS Council

a. With the recent additions of Greg Smith (National Geospatial-Intelligence Agency), Lee Macenczak (Delta Air Lines), Dava Sobel (author of Longitude, etc.), Rickie Sanders (Temple U.), and Braden Allenby (recently of ATT), the AGS Council is approaching its traditional composition of one-third academic, one-third government, and one-third business, with a few from other sectors:  law, media, etc.

b. On May 6th the Council will visit and meet with senior staff at the NOAA Coastal Research Center in Charleston, S.C. for a full day of private briefings on the center’s current research priorities.

5) Travel Program

a. While still modest, the program is gradually regaining momentum.  Bookings for 2005 so far are double those for 2004.  To date, almost 50 geographers have served as lecturers on these trips since the program was established in 1984.

6) AGS Library (Milwaukee, WI)

a. Funds have been added to those previously available for the Helen and John S. Best Fellowships, enabling more fellowships to be given each year for research at the collection.  Five were awarded for 2005, including one for a scholar from Universidad de Extramadura (Spain).  Competition for these is open to anyone, including K-12 teachers, with an appropriate research project and the ability to execute it.

7) Humanitarian Demining Project

a. AGS has been contracted by the Geneva International Centre for Humanitarian Demining to assist in the promulgation of proposed standards for cartographic symbolization of landmines, minefields, and mine action activities, through the organization and conduct of focus group workshops for major map producing organizations and GIS vendors, for the purpose of educating the mapping community about consistent cartographic symbolization relevant to landmines 


