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Jobs exchange:  At the end of February AGS launches a feature on its website called GEOjobs, where job openings for geographers in business, government, and the non-profit sector will be posted.  Anyone checking the AGS website can see the positions listed.  Geographers looking for a position can make their availability known by posting their resumes on the website.  The resumes, however, can be accessed only by employers who have posted a job on the website.  Jobs in academe will not be included, since the AAG already covers that sector in its newsletter.  An indirect benefit of this new program will be the opportunity for students, including those in K-12, to see examples of actual jobs available for geographers.

Geographical Review.  The publication schedule is gradually catching up to date.  Five issues were produced in 2005.  At least six issues will be produced in 2006.  Douglas Johnson and Viola Haarmann will step down from their co-editorship of the journal at the end of 2006.  A search for a new editor is being launched in early February with the goal of that person or persons beginning work in June 2006 on the first issue to be published in 2007.

Media Outreach Project:  The e-mail distribution list of op-ed editors used for this project has grown to just over 300.  All the articles distributed through the network are written by geographers, who are identified as such.  The goal is to demonstrate what the “geographer’s eye” adds to understanding an important issue without overtly trying to “sell Geography.”  Most writers of the pieces have been AGS Councilors, but we have been inviting other geographers to join in as members of the “AGS Writers Network”.  A sample op-ed piece by AGS Councilor Brad Allenby is attached.

Humanitarian Demining Project:  Workshops conducted by AGS on the promulgation of a cartographic standard for minefields and minefield action were completed in 2006, with one held in New York, predominantly for United Nations personnel, and one held in Reston, VA (at USGS), predominantly for government and NGO personnel.  In both cases, representatives from several companies involved in map production or vending were also included.  The effort was funded by the Geneva International Centre for Huminitarian Demining, which represents the 17 donor nations that fund most of the world’s de-mining operations.

FOCUS on Geography:  Free copies of the magazine continue to be provided to teachers participating in Alliance workshops.  The latest McColl Family Fellowship has been awarded to Sarah Halvorson of the University of Montana for work in Northern Pakistan in 2006 on the response and recovery of mountain communities to the South Asian earthquake.  An article based on her research will appear in FOCUS on Geography. 

Foreign Fieldwork Project:  This project, which is meant to improve the state of geographic knowledge among politicians of all parties, analysts, journalists, and the voting public alike, sends teams of geographers to conduct field investigations of their choice in foreign areas and to report findings in scholarly publications as well as the popular media.  The prototype project in Mexico, on land tenure issues resulting from government programs related to NAFTA, made a strong start in data gathering in 2005.  Analysis and fill-the-gaps fieldwork will take place in 2006 and 2007. A number of presentations based on the work have been made already.  Publications will start to be issued this year with an accelerated schedule in 2007 and 2008.

