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Media Outreach Program:  


Articles by geographers in the form of op-ed pieces that AGS distributes via email are going to a list of newspapers now topping 400 and growing.  Newspapers as large as the San Francisco Chronicle and as small as the Calhoun [Georgia] Times have published the articles.  AGS Councilor Deborah Popper was the creator of this program and continues to be the driving force behind it.  The goal of the program is to make readers aware of the importance of geographical factors in critical contemporary issues.  On average AGS is now distributing one article every other week.  The two most recent are “Simplistic view of Middle East geopolitics feeds extremism” by Alexander Murphy (identified as a professor of geography at the University of Oregon), which was published on Aug. 26th by the Chicago Sun-Times, and “If we build it, they won’t come” by David Keeling (identified as a professor of geography at Western Kentucky University), which  appeared in several smaller newspapers, including the Antelope Valley Press in California on August 14th.

On teaching race, ethnicity and place:


AGS has organized and is sponsoring a session on “Teaching Racial and Ethnic Geography at the Collegiate Level” for the Race, Ethnicity, and Place Conference at Texas State University, November 1-4.  The participants in the session are Rickie Sanders, Audrey Kobayashi (Queens U., Kingston, Ont.), and John Frazier (Binghamton U.).  The chair is Mary Lynne Bird.  The session will be offered in a sequence of other sessions that deal with educational issues.

Geo-Ed in Latin America:


Discussions with Dr. Santiago Borrero, Secretary General of the Pan American Institute for Geography and History (PAIGH), about pre-collegiate geographic education in Latin America led to a request from him for information about the state of geo-ed in the U.S. and about efforts here to improve the situation.  We gave him a brief history of what has been done and what is underway and referred him to GENIP and all its member organizations for further information.  This arose from the signing of a “Memorandum of Understanding” between PAIGH and AGS for cooperation on matters of mutual interest.

FOCUS on Geography:


AGS is building a new website just for FOCUS on Geography, tagged especially to reach the home school market.  We have concluded there is no direct, organized way to reach home schoolers.  However, since they tend to communicate grapevine fashion on the web, we will try to draw them to us via the special FOCUS website.


An upcoming special issue of FOCUS on Geography, devoted to Iran, is due out by the end of 2006. 


AGS continues to provide complimentary copies of FOCUS on Geography to teachers in Alliance workshops.

Travel Program:


Bookings for the AGS Travel Program this year are double those for 2005.  We hope increasing concern about travel security does not change those statistics. The lecturer on the trip currently underway in Alaska is Susan Hardwick.  All AGS travel program lecturers are urged to make the case for better K-12 geography education.  It is safe to say Susan is doing an especially good job of it.

Foreign field research:


AGS has received renewed funding for continued GIS research on changing property ownership in Mexico.  AGS has just received new funding for field research in the Antilles.  The funding comes from the Foreign Military Studies Office (FMSO) of the Department of Defense; however, these Bowman Expeditions use open source data and produce material available to the public, including teachers.

AGS Council to visit Fort Leavenworth:


On October 20 the AGS Council will visit Fort Leavenworth to meet with the leadership of FMSO and of the US Army Command and General Staff College to discuss cooperation on current and projected Bowman Expeditions.

