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Media Outreach Project:  This program continues to grow in number of columns circulated and number of columns printed.  We were particularly pleased that a prescient column by Deborah Popper, on problems inherent in the increasing concentration of high rise buildings on the coasts, appeared in a Biloxi, MS paper two weeks before Hurricane Katrina struck that community.  The article spoke about the growing intensity of hurricanes in the past few years as a special cause of concern for that development pattern.  To date, most writers of the columns have been AGS Councilors; there is an announcement in the upcoming issue of Ubique encouraging other AGS Fellows to submit columns.  With the help of interns over the summer, the newspaper contact list was expanded.

FOCUS on Geography:  Editor Greg Chu has just completed his appointment at NSF and has resumed full editorial responsibility for the magazine.  We anticipate two issues being sent to the printer between now and the end of the year.  McColl Family Fellowships continue to generate fieldwork-based articles on work somewhere abroad for publication in the magazine.  Application deadline for the 2006 fellowship is October 14th.  Free copies of the magazine continue to be provided to teachers participating in Alliance workshops.

Geographical Review:  Speed-up in production is resulting in five (and possibly six) issues of the journal being printed this year.  The two most recent issues are related.  Vol. 94 #2 is on People, Places & Invasive Species.  Vol. 94 #3 is on People, Places & Gardens. 

Humanitarian Demining Project:  AGS’s work on the promulgation of a cartographic standard for minefields continues.  As many as 60 countries are engaged in de-mining.  Our goal is to extend the use of the cartographic standard beyond the de-mining community to major mapping agencies, international organizations, NGOs, and GIS vendors. .  A workshop for such institutions, held in New York on June 7, is to be followed by one in Reston, VA on November 7th, with assistance from the US Geological Survey. The AGS effort is funded by the Geneva International Centre for Humanitarian Demining, which represents the 17 donor nations that fund most of the world’s de-mining operations. 

Foreign Fieldwork Project:  AGS has begun a long-term project to improve the state of geographic knowledge among politicians of all parties, analysts, journalists, and the voting public alike, by sending teams of geographers to conduct field investigations of their choice in foreign areas and report findings in scholarly journals and popular media.  A prototype project, led by Peter Herlihy of the University of Kansas in conjunction with Kansas State University and the University of San Luis Potosi, is focused on radical changes in Mexico’s land-tenure systems resulting from government programs related to the North American Free Trade Agreement.   The long-term goal is to send a professor and at least two graduate students to every country in the world for a full semester each year.  All information gathered in each project will be open source and unclassified.  Initial funding is coming from the Department of Defense.  We anticipate funding from other sources as well.

Travel Program:  Passenger bookings for AGS-sponsored trips have slightly more than doubled this year.  Interest in travel to Libya has been particularly strong because of the barriers to travel there until just recently.  The hallmark of AGS trips, of course, is the involvement of real geographers as lecturers.
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