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I. New Projects 

(1) Enhancing Departments and Graduate Education in Geography. The National Science Foundation, through its Research on Learning and Education (ROLE) program, has awarded the AAG a $980,393 grant for “Enhancing Departments and Graduate Education (EDGE) in Geography”, a three-year project to study the process of professional development in graduate geography.  The EDGE project will develop a methodology to interpret the social and academic climates of MA/MS and PhD geography programs.  Particular attention will be given to the experiences of women, ethnic minority, gay, and foreign-born students who often become marginalized in traditional academic environments.  The project will also collect and evaluate samples of professional development resources that departments are currently using to train graduate students, especially with regard to those aspects of academic work and culture that receive relatively little attention in today’s graduate curriculum (e.g., course design, career planning, project and time management, professional ethics, and writing proposals).  With this information, the project will publish practical resources that chairpersons and departments can use to improve the quality of their graduate programs.  PI: Michael Solem. Co-PIs: Ken Foote, Janice Monk.  Partners: Professional and Organizational Development (POD) Network in Higher Education, Center for Assessment of Higher Education at the University of Maryland, Center for Innovation in Research on Graduate Education (CIRGE).

(2) Project Geo-START: NASA has awarded the AAG a one-year grant (amount pending approval of revised work plan) for Project Geo-START: Geo-Spatial Thinking Activities and Resources for Teachers of Geography and Earth Science.  The project is designed to improve teacher quality and student outcomes in physical geography and earth system science through resources drawing on GIS and NASA Earth Observing Missions remote sensing technology, imagery, and data sets.  Through a partnership with the Capstone Institute at Howard University, the project will implement an academic-year training program for teachers in the District of Columbia Public Schools.  PI: Sheryl Luzzadder-Beach (George Mason University).  Co-PIs: Wade Boykin (Howard University), Carol and Phil Gersmehl (co-Directors of the Center for Geographic Learning at Hunter College), and Michael Solem (AAG).  Partners: District of Columbia Public Schools, Environmental Systems Research Institute (ESRI), the National Council for Geographic Education (NCGE), and the state Geographic Alliances.
II. Updates on Existing Projects

(1) A Teacher’s Guide to Modern Geography (2004-2007). The AAG received a three-year, $515,927 grant from FIPSE to produce, test, and prepare for dissemination a comprehensive suite of resources for teacher professional development in geography. In April 2005, Guilford Publications will publish a volume entitled Teaching Geography, which will serve as the springboard for the print, electronic, and web materials we are developing under the FIPSE “Teacher’s Guide to Modern Geography” grant.  Jongwon Lee, a PhD student at Texas A&M University, will join the AAG staff in May as a post-doctoral fellow under the project.  Jongwon has successfully defended a dissertation on GIS and spatial cognition.  A professional development workshop for teachers and methods faculty is planned for the NCGE annual meeting in Birmingham, Alabama.  GENIP organizations have representation on the steering committee.  PI: Phil Gersmehl (Hunter College). Co-PI: Michael Solem (AAG).  Partners: National Council for Geographic Education, state Geographic Alliances, and several geography and education departments. Joseph Stoltman (Western Michigan University) is serving as the external evaluator.
(2) Online Center for Global Geography Education. (2003-2005). NSF, $152,548. Michael Solem, PI.  AAG subcontract: $10, 320. The Center now offers three prototype course modules (Population, Global Economy, and Nationalism) designed to support international collaborative teaching and learning using the Blackboard e-learning platform.  Each module is currently being tested at universities in the U.S., China, Germany, Spain, Northern Ireland, Chile, Australia, Eritrea, and the Netherlands. The aim of the evaluation is to measure the impact of the modules on student learning and faculty teaching practices.  Phil Klein is leading the evaluation of the modules in courses taught by geographers Colin Arrowsmith, Rob van der Vaart, Osvaldo Muniz, David Padgett, Martin Eaton, Kate Davis, Antonio Luna, Janet Smith, Margaret Keane, Michal Kohout, Wei Dongying, Yvonne Schleicher, Rolf Sternberg, Adriana Galvani, Steven Silvern, and Johnathan Bascom. Most of these individuals participated in a training workshop during the International Geographical Union Glasgow Congress.  More than 750 students have participated in the project evaluation since September 2004. After the evaluation concludes in April 2005, the modules will be revised and prepared for online dissemination through the AAG website.

(3) Where Faculty Live: Internationalizing the Disciplines (2004-2005).  The Carnegie Corporation has awarded a grant to the American Council on Education for a project to promote the internationalization of teaching and learning at U.S. colleges and universities through collaboration with four disciplinary associations: the Association of American Geographers, the American Historical Association, the American Political Science Association, and the American Psychological Association.  To support the goals of this project, the AAG is conducting a study, “Internationalizing Geography in Higher Education,” to examine international education and collaboration in the discipline of geography. The study is gathering data from an online survey of geographers in the U.S. and internationally with the assistance of the INLT, International Geographical Union, Canadian Association of Geographers, and the Royal Geographical Society-Institute of British Geographers Higher Education Research Group.  The methodology is designed to identify the factors that encourage or deter faculty from pursuing international collaboration in teaching and research. A second objective is to measure the extent that geography faculty members support the goals of international and global learning in their courses.  Waverly Ray, a Master’s student at Texas State University. is providing research assistance.
(4) Geography Faculty Development Alliance.  (2002-2007).  NSF, $993,862.  Ken Foote, PI.  AAG Educational Affairs Director subcontract: $8,500/yr. The Geography Faculty Development Alliance is a long-term, broad-based project to improve the learning and teaching of geography in higher education.  The aim is to provide early career faculty and advanced doctoral students with the theoretical and practical knowledge needed to excel in the lecture hall, seminar room, and laboratory.  Michael Solem is the project evaluator and is collaborating with Ken Foote on the project’s research component.  The first study examining the concerns, attitudes, and abilities of early career geography faculty was published in December 2004 issue of the Annals of the Association of American Geographers.  Upcoming studies will focus on faculty mentoring and department environments.

(5) Visiting Geographical Scientist Program.  GTU, $5,000/year.  Managed by Oscar Larson and Michael Solem.  Sponsors visits by 6-8 geographers to 12-16 campuses per year.  AAG has made and will continue efforts to involve more small departments in the program.  2004-05 program information and applications are now available on the AAG website.

III. Pending Proposals 

(1) Center for Spatial Learning.  The AAG is participating with UC Santa Barbara, Penn State, and Texas A&M University in a preliminary proposal submitted to the NSF Science of Learning Center program to develop a Center for Spatial Learning. The SLC program offers awards for large-scale, long-term Centers that will extend the frontiers of knowledge on learning and create the intellectual, organizational, and physical infrastructure needed for the long-term advancement of learning research.   Full proposals are by invitation only.  A planning meeting is tentatively scheduled for 14-15 May at the AAG. PI: Reg Golledge.  Co-PIs: Sarah Bednarz, Roger Downs, Michael Goodchild, Michael Solem.

UPDATE ON AAG PUBLIC POLICY INITIATIVES

(1) AAG Newsletter Column – the Washington Insider.  Continues to appear monthly in the newsletter.  Issues focused upon include the major education legislation (including the Higher Education Act and the No Child Left Behind law), Federal budget and appropriation decisions (including National Science Foundation and U.S. Geological Survey funding), government evaluations of investments in research, access to research data, the Census Bureau and government demographic data, GIS coordination and management within the government, key Federal appointments, the geographical components of the electoral system, tsunami research, and scientific freedom concerns.  (Please see attached samples).

(2) Process is continuing to enhance Federal funding of geography education:

· Attended the annual meeting of the National Council for Geographic Education to highlight our involvement in this area.

· Were involved in discussions regarding and signed on to Intersociety Group for Education Research’s FY 2006 budget/appropriations letter.  

· Will continue tracking and outreach efforts as the Congress begins the reauthorization process for the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (No Child Left Behind), set for either 2006 or 2007.

· Have continued discussions with NGS staff regarding their draft legislative and public outreach efforts.

· Attended confirmation hearings, along with Michael Solem, for Education Secretary Margaret Spellings.  Have reached out to members of her staff. 

(3) Update on the Higher Ed Act:  When the 109th Congress convened in January, the Republican leadership was hopeful that it would quickly be able to pick up where work left off last year on the Higher Education Act (HEA) reauthorization.  Amid a tsunami crisis, budget wrangling, the Teri Schiavo incident, controversy over judicial confirmations, and political and ethics attacks on House Majority Leader Tom DeLay (R-TX), however, Congress has been bogged down and unable to near completion of the HEA.

As was done last year, the House has split various components of the HEA into separate legislation and these bills are moving through the chamber disparately.   Some provisions have passed the full House, while others still await a hearing by Chairman John Boehner (R-OH) and the Education and Workforce Committee.  But key staff members have characterized the work on the HEA as bipartisan and they hope to get through the remaining issues in the coming weeks.  

The Senate, meanwhile, has yet to take up the HEA in 2005, and future action is uncertain.  Senators, including Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions Committee Chairman Michael Enzi (R-WY), have been tied up with presidential nominations and Enzi finally specified this week that he will likely hold his first hearing on the HEA on April 28.  Furthermore, key staffers have indicated that while they are closely monitoring the various House bills, the Senate will probably proceed on a different course.  This could make the conference process quite lengthy and arduous.  House Speaker Dennis Hastert (R-IL), for one, has predicted that there would be few major legislative accomplishments in 2005, and as it concerns the HEA, at least, his prediction appears prophetic.  
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