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AAG GENIP Report


April 24, 2004 -- Washington, DC
I. Pending AAG Geography Education Proposals

(1) National Science Foundation  - Center for the Advancement of Geography Education.  On February 20, 2004, the AAG submitted an invited proposal to the NSF Centers for Learning and Teaching Program, requesting $10,179,220 to develop a Center for the Advancement of Geography Education.  The goals of the Center are to improve teacher preparation, graduate training, and research in K-12 geography, and simultaneously to help redefine geography teaching by emphasizing analytical skills that have broad relevance for education and society.  Howard University, Texas A&M University, and the University of Oregon are subcontracted to develop new graduate training programs and implement new teacher education programs over a five-year period of funding.  Collaborating institutions and organizations include the District of Columbia public schools, Douglas Educational Service District, La Joya Independent School District, the Dutton Institute for e-Education at Penn State, the Geographic Alliance network, Environmental Systems Research Institute, JES and Co., National Council for Geographic Education, National Geographic Society, and the American Geographical Society. An award decision is expected in summer 2004.  Project Director: Michael Solem.  Co-PIs: Sarah Bednarz (Texas A&M), Wade Boykin (Howard University), Phil Gersmehl (University of Minnesota), and Susan Hardwick (University of Oregon).

(2) National Science Foundation - GeoTASK.  On April 14, 2004, the AAG submitted a collaborative proposal to the NSF National Science Digital Library program, requesting $2,775,097 over three years to implement a PATHWAYS project that adapts Geographic Tools and Applications for Sustainable Development and Knowledge (Geo-TASK, www.aag.org/geotask). The purpose of Geo-TASK is to provide NSDL stewardship of educational content and services related to geographic tools and applications for sustainable development, especially with regard to geo-spatial technology, location-based services, and spatial data infrastructure. The AAG will coordinate the efforts of a broad range of public, private, and academic institutions to assemble, refine, and prepare for dissemination a suite of instructional and career resources for sustainable development.  PI: Patricia Solis.  Co-PIs: Joan Aron, Robert Ford, Alexander De Sherbinin, and Michael Solem.
(3) FIPSE - Teacher’s Guide to Modern Geography. On March 22, 2004, the AAG submitted an invited proposal to FIPSE requesting $512,204 over three years to develop, test, and disseminate a standards-based Teacher’s Guide to Modern Geography, with six components: (1) a multimedia CD, (2) a set of student activities, (3) a printed manual, (4) a collection of data-rich assessment instruments, (5) a curriculum planner, and (6) an interactive web site.  The Teacher’s Guide is designed for use in college courses in geography education, but can also support early career mentoring and mid-career recertification programs.  NCGE, the state Geographic Alliances, and several university geography departments are supporting and will participate in the project.  A funding decision is expected in summer 2004.  PI/Project Director: Phil Gersmehl.  Co-PI: Michael Solem.

II. Current AAG Geography Education Projects

(1) Online Center for Global Geography Education.  2003-2005.  The Online Center project is developing instructional modules designed to support international collaborative learning and discussion of world geographical problems.  Preliminary lessons have been completed for the Global Economy, Nationalism, and Population modules, and review drafts will be sent to the project advisors in May 2004.  Student activities will draw from the AAG’s ARGWorld CD and print materials. Final versions of the modules will be published in August 2004 and will undergo classroom testing at several domestic and international higher education institutions.  Texas State University is providing administrative and technical support for the project. PI/Project Director: Michael Solem.

(2) Geography Faculty Development Alliance.  2002-2007.  The Geography Faculty Development Alliance is a long-term, broad-based project to improve the learning and teaching of geography in higher education.  The aim is to provide early career faculty and advanced doctoral students with the theoretical and practical knowledge needed to excel in the lecture hall, seminar room, and laboratory.  The AAG is collaborating with Ken Foote on the project’s research and evaluation component.   The first study examining the concerns, attitudes, and abilities of early career geography faculty will be published in the Annals of the Association of American Geographers in December 2004.  A second study on faculty mentoring is currently underway, and the AAG is currently preparing a proposal to support further research on graduate education and faculty development in geography departments. PI.: Ken Foote.  Project Evaluator: Michael Solem.

III. GENIP-related staff positions

With a recent donation of $150,000 and an additional $50,000 over two years from GENIP, the AAG has hired two individuals to join the AAG staff.  Gary Fitzpatrick and John Wertman  will monitor and analyze federal policy developments of interest to geographers and geography educators.  Mr. Fitzpatrick recently retired from the Library of Congress, and Mr. Wertman joins us from from the Consortium of Social Science Associations (COSSA), where he was Associate Director for Public Affairs.  The AAG will devote these positions to a minimum of 0.25 FTE to geography education-related issues, including the No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB).  

At its last meeting, GENIP decided to fund two interns, one of whom would be based at the AAG.  The AAG is ready to hire a person for this position at any time.  Possible activities for the intern include developing a NCLB geography outreach website; analyzing changes in teacher requirements, state by state, since NCLB; analyzing the role of geography in science assessments; and conducting research in support of NCLB-related activities and policy issues relevant to geography education.

IV. Geography Education Materials Development Fund (GEMDF)

Purpose. The GEMDF will support the development and expansion of AAG educational projects, including updates and revisions to ARGUS and ARGWorld.  Holt, Rinehart, and Winston is distributing gratis copies of ARGUS and ARGWorld CDs to teachers who purchase the relevant HRW textbooks.  AAG received a $50,000 advance for 2002 ARGUS distribution and is scheduled to receive $100,000 under the contract with HRW for gratis distribution in 2003, 2004, and 2005 (ARGWorld distribution did not occur as planned in 2002 because of a production delay at HRW; $50,000 will accrue from the ARGWorld CDs in 2006).  The AAG’s share of royalties will be allocated to (1) support of AAG Educational Affairs Director position (30%), and (2) the AAG Geography Education Materials Development Fund (70%). 
Phil Gersmehl is the current Coordinator of the GEMDF.  The Coordinator proposes a work plan in June of each year in consultation with the Educational Affairs Director.  To ensure that the work supported by the GEMDF continues to contribute to the educational development goals that are the purpose of this fund, a GEMDF review committee has been established to review and comment on annual work plans and progress reports for work drawing from this fund.  The GEMDF review committee currently has four members: Susan Hardwick (University of Oregon), Gail Hobbs (Pierce College), Darrell Napton (South Dakota State University), and Joseph Stoltman (Western Michigan University).

Work completed to date.  The GEMDF has compensated the Coordinator ($60/hr.) and student assistants at local rates for the following activities since June 2003, defined at the time as priority needs for the first year of the fund:

GEMDF Activities to Date.

	Need
	Progress to Date

	1) producing professional development materials for K-12 teachers
	· A graphic illustrating the structure of geography standards in the 50 states

· Pending proposals to NSF and FIPSE

· Draft interfaces and sample units for the Teacher’s Guide CD

	2) developing documents that explain how the ARGUS and ARGWorld materials meet state standards in geography and other learning 
	· Curriculum planners for nine states linking ARGUS and ARGWorld units to standards in geography, world history, and environmental science

· Conceptual clusters linking activities into thematic units

· Draft white paper linking student activities to aspects of spatial cognition from the forthcoming NAS volume, Support for Thinking Spatially 

	3) disseminating ARGUS and ARGWorld through teacher-training workshops
	· Graphics for ARGWorld project website

· Workshop sessions at conferences in Arizona, Oregon, Tennessee, Oklahoma, Texas

	4) updating and revising the ARGUS materials
	· 12 updated multimedia units, using new photos and data from sites in Utah, Arizona, Pennsylvania, and Washington

· Adapting ARGUS units for a UK-based school curriculum 


IV. AAG Relationship with the Partnership for 21st Century Skills
At its last meeting, GENIP met with the Partnership for 21st Century Skills to explore topics of mutual interest. JES and Co., a nonprofit organization affiliated with the Partnership, accepted an invitation from the AAG to serve as a partner on the pending CAGE proposal to NSF.  The mission of JES and Co. is to create and provide environments that enable development of effective communication skills in K-12 youth through the use of emerging technologies.  JES and Co. will strengthen the technology component of CAGE’s teacher-training programs with the Academic Standards and Assessment System (ASAS) software package, a resource which helps teachers align academic curriculum, learning resources, and assessments with rigorous academic standards and workforce competency standards for information and communication technology.  JES and Co.’s technology education specialists will participate in CAGE’s teacher workshops and integrate geospatial skills into the ASAS as a training resource for teachers.  
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