national geography standards activity sheet
Dear Teacher: As a result of the 1994 publication of Geography for Life: National Geography Standards, school districts have been moving toward a standards-based curricular program to help make geography a more meaningful part of each student's educational experience. This activity sheet offers some learning opportunities on which you can build lessons to implement the standards in your classes.  They are organized around the Six Essential Elements that serve as the concept organizers for the 18 national standards.  The appropriate grade levels are identified after each learning opportunity. These lesson suggestions complement the 2003 battery of National Geography Challenge tests which are constructed as standards-based assessments. If you find these learning opportunities valuable, please share them with your colleagues.  The Editor
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	A. Using a map of your state, challenge your students to create a regional organization based on different sets of criteria (e.g., economic activity, distribution of soils and vegetation, ethnic and racial distributions, etc.). Ask students to explain the regional organization they have developed to the whole class.


	I. World in Spatial Terms


	2.  How to use mental maps to organize information in a spatial context
	1.  How to use maps and other geographic tools


	5-8



	B. Have students research how their state boundaries were determined. Ask them to describe the physical and human characteristics of the boundaries in specific terms (e.g., names of rivers and lakes, lines of latitude and longitude, etc.) and explain how the boundaries are reflections of either conflict or compromise at the time they were set.


	IV.  Human Systems


	13.  How the forces of cooperation and conflict influence division and control of Earth


	12.  Processes. patterns and functions of human settlement


	10-12



	C. Ask students to sketch a map portraying some memorable event or episode in their lives or the life of their family (e.g., a major move from one place to another, a family excursion, a family vacation, a trip alone to visit a relative, etc.).


	VI.   The Uses of Geography
	17.   How to apply geography to interpret the past


	2.  How to use mental maps to organize information in a spatial context


	K-4



	D. Have groups of students prepare a "Great Conversation" simulation where individuals assume the role of an historic personage and discuss a common physical or cultural feature of Earth's surface with other historic personages who share a common interest about the feature in question (e.g., Christopher Columbus, the captain of the Titanic, and Charles A. Lindbergh share perceptions of the Atlantic Ocean; a Chinese peasant, a Mongolian horse nomad, a courtier in the Chinese imperial court and a tourist from the United States exchange impressions about the Great Wall of China).


	VI.  The Uses of Geography
	17.  How o apply geography to interpret the past


	18.  How to apply geography to interpret the 

present and plan for the future


	10-12



	E. Place commonly used household items (e.g., eraser, bottle of olive oil, spool of thread, cork coaster, paper napkin, etc.) in a grab bag and have each student take one item. Tell students that their task is to research the origin of the materials used in the manufacture of the item selected. Each student should locate those places on a world map. Conclude by having students develop a generalization explaining why the item as a finished product is illustrative of economic interdependence.


	IV.  Human Systems


	11.  Patterns and networks of economic interdependence on Earth’s surface


	10.  Characteristics, distribution, and migration of human populations on Earth’s surface

	K-4

	F. Have students develop a time line illustrating the imperial expansion of either ancient Rome or the Han dynasty. Using the time line as a reference, direct students to illustrate the expansion on a map of Eurasia and North Africa.


	VI.  The Uses of Geography


	17.  How to apply geography to interpret the past


	3.  How to analyze the spatial organizations of Earth surface       


	5-8



	G. Have the students prepare a collage of pictures from newspapers and magazines illustrating the physical and human characteristics of a specific place in the world.


	V.  Environment and Society
	14 and 15.  The interaction between physical and human systems


	16.   Changes that occur in the importance of resources


	K-4



	H. Use the school library to have students research the architectural styles that characterize the houses of worship of the world's major religions. With that information, direct them to develop sketches of each building style and affix them to a world map in the area of the religion's origin and current distribution. Conclude by having groups of students present oral reports explaining how a religion's architectural motif reflects elements of its belief system and elements of cultural diffusion.


	IV.  Human Systems


	10.  Characteristics, distribution, and complexity of Earth’s cultural mosaics


	3.  How to analyze the spatial organization of people, places, and environments on earth’s surface


	10-12



	I. Explain the "forward city" concept to your class. Then have the students relate the concept to specific cities in the ancient, medieval, and modem world.


	IV.  Human Systems
	9.  Characteristics and distribution, of human populations


	17.  How to apply geography to interpret the past


	5-8



	J. Have students develop a database using a cartogram showing world percentages of the production of an important mineral resource (e.g., petroleum, coal, copper, bauxite, etc.). Conclude this activity by asking the class to develop a set of questions about the importance of resources to the world economy.


	IV.  Human Systems


	11.  Patterns and networks of economic interdependence on Earth’s surface


	7. Physical processes that shape the patterns of Earth’s surface


	10-12



	K. Assign a research project requiring students to compare two similar physical features (e.g., the Edwards Plateau of Texas and the Iranian Plateau), Ask them to prepare maps showing the topographic and environmental features of each of the physical features selected.


	III.  Physical Systems


	7.  Physical processes that shape the patterns of earth’s surface


	8.  Characteristics and spatial distributions of ecosystems


	5-8



	L. Challenge students to distinguish between a conurbation and a megalopolis. Have them identify the characteristics of each and provide examples.


	II.  Places and Regions


	4.  Physical /human characteristics of places


	6.  How culture influences people’s perceptions of places 


	10-12

	M. Organize the students into small groups and assign them to study an area within close proximity of the school (e.g., a residential block, a strip mall, a public park, a parking lot). Have groups practice their skills of observation by recording in detail how people have changed the physical environment of the places they have studied. When all the data have been collected, ask each group to share its findings with the class. Conclude with a discussion of the significance of how human-environmental interactions function within the local community.
	II.  Places and Regions


	4.  Physical and human characteristics of places


	14.  How human actions modify the physical environment


	K-4
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