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Secretary Tommy G. Thompson
Tommy G. Thompson was born on November 19, 1941 in Elroy, Wisconsin, where his father ran a gas station and country grocery store.  He earned his Bachelor’s degree in Political Science in 1963 and his Law degree in 1966, both from the University of Wisconsin-Madison.  He is a former Army Captain and a member of the U.S. Army Reserve.  Thompson began his career in politics in 1966 as a representative in the Wisconsin State Assembly.  He was elected Assistant Assembly Minority Leader in 1973 and Assembly Minority Leader in 1981.  From 1987 to 2001, Thompson served as the 42nd Governor of Wisconsin, having been elected to an unprecedented four terms.  While Governor, Thompson focused on strengthening educational opportunities for Wisconsin’s children and adults.  During his tenure, Governor Thompson was recognized as one of the leaders in standards-based reform and accountability for public education.  In addition, his most noted initiatives were his Wisconsin Works 

and school choice programs. 

Governor Roy E. Barnes
Roy E. Barnes was born on March 11, 1948 to Agnes and W.C. Barnes in Mableton, Georgia. He grew up talking politics and selling merchandise at his family's general store nestled between the highway and the railroad tracks in Cobb County.  After graduating from South Cobb High School in 1966, with honors, he attended the University of Georgia where he majored in history and joined the debate team, coming home during summers and at breaks to work in the family's store.  After college Roy attended UGA law school.  The student bar association elected him as its president, and he graduated with honors in 1972.  Law degree in hand, he returned home to Cobb County to work in the district attorney's office  When Roy won a seat to represent his neighbors in the state Senate only two years after finishing law school, he was one of the youngest legislators in the state. Mableton's voters elected Roy to the Senate eight times. After two terms he was named Chairman of the Senate Judiciary Committee and he served as Administration Floor Leader for Governor Joe Frank Harris for seven years. He used his legal talents as Senate Chairman of the Constitutional Revision Committee to rewrite Georgia’s Constitution.  Roy served two terms as Geogia’s governor in the 1990s.

 

Commissioners

Dr. Craig Barrett

Chairman of the Board, Intel Corporation
Craig Barrett is chairman of the board of Intel Corporation and a leading advocate for improving education in the U.S. and around the world. He is also a vocal spokesman for the value technology can provide in raising social and economic standards globally.

Dr. Christopher Edley, Jr.

Dean and Professor, University of California, Berkeley School of Law
Christopher Edley, Jr. joined Boalt Hall as dean and professor of law in 2004 after 23 years as a professor at Harvard Law School. He earned a law degree and a master’s degree in public policy from Harvard, where he served as an editor and officer of the Harvard Law Review.  Edley's academic work is primarily in the areas of civil rights and administrative law. He has also taught federalism, budget policy, Defense Department procurement law, national security law, and environmental law. Edley was co-founder of the Harvard Civil Rights Project, a renowned multidisciplinary research and policy think tank focused on issues of racial justice. His publications include Not All Black and White: Affirmative Action, Race and American Values and Administrative Law: Rethinking Judicial Control of Bureaucracy.

Dr. Eugene Garcia

Dean of the School of Education, Arizona State University
Dr. Eugene García is has been the Dean and Professor of Education at Arizona State University’s College of Education since 2002.  Before coming to ASU in 2002, he was a Professor of Education at the University of California, Berkeley.   In May 2003, he was given the additional role as Vice President for University-School Partnerships by the President of ASU, Dr. Michael Crow.  In this role his task will be to strengthen K-12 education in the state of Arizona by linking together the University and private sector for distribution of fiscal and human resources.

Dr. Judith E. Heumann

Advisor on Disability and Development, World Bank Group

No additional information on the Commissioner has been posted on the NCLB Commission’s website.

Mr. Thomas Y. Hobart, Jr.

Former President of New York State United Teachers
Thomas Y. Hobart Jr., former president of New York State United Teachers, was elected president of NYSUT’s predecessor organization, the New York State Teachers’ Association, in 1971.  The following year, he and Al Shanker, then president of the United Teachers of New York, led talks that resulted in the merger of the two unions.  Hobart and Shanker became co-presidents of the merged state teachers organization.  In 1973, Hobart was elected NYSUT’s first president and has been re-elected 16 times serving 34 years until his retirement in 2005.

Ms. Jaymie Reeber Kosa

Ms. Kosa is a middle school teacher in the West Windsor-Plainsboro School District, her alma mater,  in Princeton Jct. NJ where she has instructed a sixth grade self-contained classroom,  and courses in the following areas: language arts, reading/literature, storytelling and media literacy.  She also worked with special needs children for one year at the Newgrange School in Trenton, NJ.   Ms. Kosa is a National Board Certified Teacher (Early Adolescence English Language Arts) and is a director on the board for the National Board for Professional Teaching Standards where she served on its executive committee and on an ad hoc bylaw committee.  She also serves on the Mercer County Professional Teaching Standards Board and on her local school board in Roosevelt, NJ.  Ms. Kosa graduated Phi Beta Kappa from the University of Maryland with a BA in English and received her Masters in Teaching from Rutgers University..

Ms. Andrea Messina

Vice Chairman, Charlotte County Schools, School Board, Florida
Andrea Messina was born and raised in eastern North Carolina, the fourth of five children to a Marine Corps officer and his seamstress wife.  She earned her associate’s degree from the University of Central Florida in 1985 and her Bachelor of Science degree in 1987 from the University of South Florida, where she was a member of The Honor Society of Phi Kappa Phi and Golden Key National Honor Society.  Messina was a full time high school English teacher for 8 years and taught an additional 3 years part-time after becoming a parent.  During her teaching career, she taught high school, middle school, and adult education.  She has written new curriculum, been awarded local and state grants, supervised student intern teachers and beginning teachers, and was a Southern Association of Schools and Colleges Accreditation Team member.  She was a National Fellow, National Endowment for the Humanities, 1993, and was awarded Florida’s Promising Programs and Practices, 1993.

Dr. J. Michael Ortiz

President, California State Polytechnic University, Pomona
Dr. Ortiz’s commitment to higher education was sparked at an early age as he, along with his three brothers and sister, became the first generation of college graduates in the family. With his visionary style, Dr. Ortiz is positioning Cal Poly Pomona as an innovative leader in higher education. He was appointed by The California State University Board of Trustees as the university’s fifth president in August 2003.

Dr. James Pughsley

Former Charlotte-Mecklenburg Superintendent, Charlotte, North Carolina
Dr. James L. Pughsley is the former Superintendent of Charlotte-Mecklenburg Schools and is currently a member of a national task force on public education for the Center for American Progress and the Institute for America’s Future. After joining the country’s 23rd largest school system in 1996, Dr. Pughsley made significant strides in improving the day-to-day operations and long-range vision for Charlotte-Mecklenburg Schools. Under his leadership, CMS initiated a strategic approach to doing business that has had a tremendous impact on student achievement and national recognition for the school district.  He spearheaded efforts to improve quality teaching in the classroom and implemented strategies to increase equity within the district, while providing leadership and direction to 15,000 employees, 124,000 students and 148 school building administrators.

Mr. Edward B. Rust Jr.

Chairman and CEO, State Farm Insurance Companies
Edward B. Rust Jr. is chairman of the board and chief executive officer of State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, Bloomington, Ill., and the other principal State Farm® affiliates. A native of Illinois, Rust joined State Farm® in 1975 at the Dallas, Texas, regional office. He became president and chief executive officer in 1985 and was elected to the additional post of chairman of the board in 1987. A graduate of Illinois Wesleyan University in Bloomington, Rust holds both juris doctor and master of business degrees from Southern Methodist University, Dallas, Texas. He serves on the boards of directors of Caterpillar, Inc., Peoria, Ill.; Helmerich and Payne, Inc., Tulsa, Okla.; and McGraw-Hill Companies, Inc., New York.

Dr. John Theodore Sanders

Executive Chairman of Cardean Learning Group, Co-Chair of the National Commission on Teaching and America’s Future
Formerly President of the Education Commission of the States, Ted has deep experience as an educator, including classroom teacher, chief state school officer in three states, acting U.S. Secretary of Education and most recently, University President of Southern Illinois University.  Dr. Sanders is currently Executive Chairman of Cardean Learning Group and sits as Co-Chair of the National Commission on Teaching and America’s Future, as well as a board member of the following education related organizations, ACT, AACC, SERP, Plato Learning Group and the TSN advisory board.

Ms. Jennifer Smith

Executive Director of the Principal’s Leadership Institute, District of Columbia Public Schools
Jennifer Smith is the Executive Director of the Principal’s Leadership Institute for the District of Columbia Public Schools - an initiative introduced in Superintendent Clifford Janey’s Declaration of Education - to expand professional development for the District’s Administrators across all leadership domains.  Ms. Smith accepted the promotion to this position after serving as the principal of the Capitol Hill Cluster Schools, a three-campus system in the District that serves students from pre-school through grade eight.  Prior to her tenure as principal at the Cluster, Ms. Smith was an associate principal at William Henry Middle School in the Capital School District in Dover, Delaware.  Ms. Smith has acted as a consultant, facilitator and teacher with students from their early learning years to the post-graduate level, most recently as an adjunct professor at George Mason University in the School of Education Leadership.  Ms. Smith has supported local and national education efforts through work developing English and History standards, and the incorporation of contextual/integrated learning.  She currently serves on the advisory board of the “Hill Center,” a committee established to convert unused space on Capitol Hill into a library, research and meeting space that would serve students and residents of that area.  Ms. Smith graduated from the George Washington University with a Master’s degree in Education Administration, and earned a Bachelor’s degree from The Catholic University of America in Elementary Education.

Dr. Ed Sontag

Senior Advisor and Acting Deputy Director

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’s National Center for Birth Defects and Developmental Disabilities
Ed Sontag, has more than 40 years of varied teaching, administrative, and educational policy experiences throughout the country in academic settings and in state and federal government -- from a high school classroom teacher and university professor -- to a principal, local and state director of public education, and high ranking official in the U.S. Department of Education for 13 years.   He was appointed by President Bush to serve on the President’s Commission on Excellence in Special Education in 2001 – 2002.

