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General Education Development (GED) 

Testing Service

Activity:

2011 GED Social Studies Test Framework

Charge:
Develop a new framework reflective of current trends in social studies education for the 2011 GED test series for the five components of the GED social studies test (history, geography, civics and government, economics)


GED Profile:
•Executive Director – Sylvia Peterson (most recently Director of Career Center at Georgetown University)


•Social Studies Test Specialist – Ruth Johnston (most recently a secondary school California social studies teacher)

•Over 750,000 test takers worldwide (most in the United States and Canada)


•Test in two official language versions: English and French (but translated into other languages as needed)


•Average age of test takers – 29 years old


•Primary reason for taking test – personal satisfaction


•Ninety-seven percent of US/Canadian colleges and universities accept GED as equivalent to a high school diploma


•One in twenty undergrads holds a GED credential


•Five tests – reading, writing, math, science, social studies


•Testing time totals 7.5 hours (1.5 hours per test)


•Testing format – except for the writing test, all tests are multiple-choice (with 5 distractors per question) 

SS Committee:
•Twelve members (from 8 states and Canada)

Outcomes:
•Movement away from 1994 NCSS standards to a concentration on content-based national standards


•World Studies replaces World History and National Studies replaces United States History to make tests more reflective of emphasis on social, cultural and environmental issues and the general trend to more interdisciplinary programs (history, social sciences, and literature and non-fiction reading experiences)


•Content allocation (50 questions)



World Studies (40% of test)

History (10%), Political Systems (10%), Geography (10%), Economics (10%)





National Studies (60% of test)

History (20%), Civics and Government (20%), Geography (10%), Economics (10%)

•Question prompts – 40% prose (primary source documents, literary excerpts, etc.), 60% visual (maps, charts, political cartoons, pictures, illustrations, etc.)

•Cognitive taxonomy areas – comprehension (20%), application (20%), analysis (40%), evaluation (20%)

•Reading passages will move to 250 word limit instead of present 150 word limit

•Test emphasis – less on chronology questions to more interpretive questions on issues, trends, and the significance of events and historic personages

•Writing test will include up to three content-based essays (including geography) instead of present personal experience essay
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