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One Massachusetts Avenue, N.W., Suite 700  (  Washington, D.C. 20001-1431

202 336 7000 TEL  (  202 408 8072 FAX

www.ccsso.org
August 29, 2006

Christopher Shearer

Director of Grantmaking

National Geographic Education Foundation

 1145 - 17th Street NW

Washington, DC 20036-4688

202 857-7310

cshearer@ngs.org
RE:  Funding support from GENIP
Dear Chris:

The Council of Chief State School Officers (CCSSO) is working with a Development Team of social studies educators to develop a new Survey of Enacted Curriculum for K-12 Social Studies Education.  

Thank you for the support of the Development Team through the participation of David Rutherford, your NGS Fellow.  The Development Team of Social Studies Education experts and specialists will prepare the new Survey instrument over the next 12 months.  A key step in the process is to gain consensus on a content framework covering the key subject areas and topics that should be addressed in a comprehensive survey of what is taught in social studies and what practices are used.  The CCSSO expects to offer the Social Studies Survey tool and related data reporting and analysis services to states and school districts by next spring (2007).   

Surveys of Enacted Curriculum and Collaborative Project

The Social Studies instrument is being modeled after the Surveys of Enacted Curriculum for English language arts, mathematics, and science now being used in schools in over 20 states.  The Surveys of Enacted Curriculum (SEC) are a practical, reliable set of data collection tools being used with teachers of Mathematics, Science and English Language Arts (K-12) to collect and report consistent data on current instructional practices and content being taught in classrooms.  With content analysis of standards and assessments using the SEC content matrix, the content of instruction in the surveyed subject can be analyzed for alignment to state or national standards and assessments.  

The SEC State Collaborative managed by CCSSO since 1998 provides ongoing training, technical assistance, and data analysis and research support for the states and districts currently using the Surveys in math, science, and ELA.  For more information on the SEC collaborative, and to view examples of how data are currently reported and used, see www.SECsurvey.org.

-2-

Benefits for Social Studies Education

The Social Studies SEC will have the following direct benefits for K-12 social studies education:

•   Reporting and using reliable, objective data on social studies instructional content and   

     practices that are comparable across classrooms, schools, districts, and states

•   Conducting analyses of alignment of instruction to standards and assessments

•   Evaluating effects of instructional improvement and professional development initiatives

•   Identifying gaps and variation in instruction and monitoring change over time.

Development Process for Social Studies SEC

The Social Studies SEC Development Committee began its work with an initial meeting in May in Madison, Wisconsin.  The Committee is led by Dr. John Smithson of the Wisconsin Center for Education Research (WCER) at the University of Wisconsin-Madison.  He was instrumental in development of the Survey tools for the prior subjects, and leads the research and data analysis services of the current Collaborative. At the initial meeting state specialists and university-based social studies experts met to outline the plans for the social studies content framework.

The second meeting was held in Washington, DC in August.  At the meeting, all of the sections of the survey were addressed, and key questions and issues for the content framework and the instructional practices survey sections were discussed.  Currently, there are 10 state education agencies supporting the efforts to develop the Social Studies survey (Arizona, Delaware, Idaho, Maine, Minnesota, Nevada, Ohio, Oregon, Vermont, Wisconsin). Additionally, we have the support of the Council of State Social Studies Specialists (CS4) and the support and involvement of the National Council on Social Studies, the National Geographic Society, the National Council on Economics Education, and the Center on Civic Education.  We also are building on the consensus development work among states of the CCSSO Comprehensive Social Studies Assessment Program (led by Fred Czarra). 

As I outlined to you in an earlier letter there are three ways that agencies and professionals are joining the development of the Social Studies SEC:

•Support a social studies professional agency to participate in the Development Committee. 

•Join the SEC Collaborative as a full state member 

•Professional organizations in the subject fields support the work of the Development Committee and process.

Since we will be conducting a number of meetings during the next year our current state support for travel and meeting expenses will consume a large portion of our budget.  We would like to ask GENIP for funding support for specific activities in development and implementation of the Survey. Specifically, we are requesting $20,000 from GENIP to carry out the following:
a) Develop a Survey Instrument—staff support for design, format, review, item writing

b) Conduct a pilot study with 30 schools. This would involve producing a draft, obtaining cooperation, conducting meetings with local staff, circulating drafts for comment and review by the social studies community.

c)
Prepare Online, Web-based version—We are planning a web-based survey tool that provides ease of data collection and reporting for teachers, and providing access to many potential users including NGS, professional organizations, university-based researchers, school districts, schools and teachers.

d)
Write and disseminate a printed and web-based Report on the Final instrument and the Development process.

The funding that we are requesting would be used by CCSSO only for the development of the Survey Instrument, conducting the pilot study, preparing the Web version, and the report, and most of these activities will be conducted and led by the specialists at the University of Wisconsin Center for Education Research.

Research on the teaching of Geography will be an essential part of our work and the initial research results from the Survey will be shared across the states and with professional organizations.  NGS would have access and use of the Survey and the online data collection and reporting system, and data on the teaching of Geography could be prominently featured in displaying initial results from use of the Survey across states, districts, and schools. 

Please call me (202/336-7044) or email rolf@ccsso.org if you have any questions.  At a time when geography, history, civics, and economics are not receiving their share of public support, this survey will help to highlight the instructional importance of these vital areas of teaching and learning.

Sincerely,
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Rolf K. Blank

CCSSO Director of Education Indicators
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The Surveys of Enacted Curriculum (SEC) are a practical, reliable set of data collection tools being used with teachers of Mathematics, Science and English Language Arts (K-12) to collect and report consistent data on current instructional practices and content being taught in classrooms. The resulting data provide an objective method for educators to analyze the degree of alignment between current instruction and state standards and assessments. Teachers complete the Survey questions through an online, web-based system. Upon completion, the group data are reported in user-friendly charts and graphs to facilitate analysis of the results. The SEC data analysis and reporting tools are intended to assist teachers, administrators, and policymakers with planning for instructional improvement in several ways: 

· Aligning classroom instruction with state standards and assessments 

· Evaluating effects of initiatives, such as professional development, in changing instructional content and/or practice 

· Analyzing instructional practices and teacher preparation to develop a needs assessment in low performance areas 

· Measuring indicators of instruction and their relationship to student achievement

State curriculum specialists, teachers, and researchers developed the SEC and reporting tools over the past decade. The Surveys have been field tested in hundreds of schools and classrooms through collaboration with state education agencies. The SEC are now being used in state and local projects across the U.S. The data collection, analysis, and application services are available through CCSSO and several collaborating partner organizations. 

For further information about current applications, ongoing projects, and research and development of the data tools, and to address the following key questions, see our website www.SECsurvey.org.

Why do educators use SEC? 
How were the Surveys developed?
How valid and reliable are the Surveys? 
How can I access the Surveys?
How are the data reported?
What SEC tools and services are available?
Who provides professional development?
What research and technical assistance resources are available?

How does the Collaborative Project operate?  How do state members benefit?




What are the Surveys of Enacted Curriculum?








