AMERICAN GEOGRAPHICAL SOCIETY

Report to April 24, 2004 meeting of GENIP

1) On June 4th the AGS Council will spend half a day meeting with executives and geographers on staff at America On Line in Dulles, VA and the other half of the day meeting with the leadership at the National Geospatial-Intelligence Agency in Bethesda.  This will be the latest in the annual visits of the AGS Council to an institution were geographers play a key role in the central mission of the organization.  The purpose is an exchange of information between the host and the visitors and the exploration of possible cooperation on future projects.  Last year’s visit was to the EROS Data Center of USGS in Sioux Falls, SD.  In 2002 the Council visited the Oceanographic Research Center at Woods Hole, MA.  Previous visit sites have included the Industrial College of the Armed Forces at Fort McNair, ESRI, and the CIA, among others.

2) AGS is sponsoring the World Wise Kids Project Guides being produced by Hylas Publishing in Delhi, India, with AGS Councilor Susan Hardwick serving as Senior Project Advisor.  Each book in the series is about one country.   The authors are geography teachers in the U.S. and in Delhi.  Susan will oversee the topics to be covered in each book, advise on the selection of countries, and insure that each book has close links to the geography, content and skills specified in the National Geography Standards.  She will also edit each book for content accuracy.  She says she is impressed with how well the first four books are linked to the geography standards and to the geography curricula in most K-12 schools.  The first four books, on Egypt, Japan, Ireland, and Mexico, will be released in the next six months.  

3) With support from Delta Air Lines and Marsh Inc., AGS has held one dinner in New York on March 31st and will hold a second in Atlanta on May 25th to make more friends in the business community for AGS and for geography.  Each event is centered around a ceremony in which several people sign AGS’ Fliers’ & Explorers’ Globe and at which each signer is “introduced” by a prior signer of the globe.  The globe-signing is the draw, but a tight, well-honed, eight-minute talk by AGS President Jerome Dobson about geography and geographers and what they really do is the real crux of the evening.  The New York event was held at the American Museum of Natural History and was attended by some 70 executives from 36 firms in the communications, air, publishing, insurance, power, investment, financial, consumer, real estate, pharmaceutical, and manufacturing industries.  Those who signed the globe on March 31st were Junko Tabei (first woman to successfully climb Mt. Everest), William Anderson (Commander of the Nautilus in 1958 when it was the first vessel to cross the North Pole), and Ann Bancroft and Liv Arnesen (the two women who were first to ski and sail across Antarctica).  They were introduced by prior signers of the globe:  Brian Jones (one of the two first men to circumnavigate the globe nonstop by balloon), Don Walsh (who with Jacques Piccard made the deepest ocean dive, in 1960, in Challenger Deep Trieste), and William Anders (pilot of Apollo 8).  AGS will follow up and cultivate relations with the companies represented at the event.  The president of the National Public Radio station in NYC has already taken the initiative to explore cooperation with AGS, and we are pursuing, in particular, possible cooperation with Scholastic and Discover magazines, both of which were represented at the event.  The May 25th event will be held at the Atlanta History Center, and the six globe signers that evening will include Sylvia Earle and Neil Armstrong.

