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AAG GENIP Report


September 25, 2004 – Denver, CO

I. Active Projects 

(1) A Teacher’s Guide to Modern Geography. The AAG has received a three-year, $515,927 grant from FIPSE to produce, test, and prepare for dissemination a comprehensive suite of resources for teacher professional development in geography.  The "Teacher's Guide to Modern Geography" will consist of an interlocking set of materials in print and digital formats, including (1) a multimedia CD, (2) a set of student activities, (3) a printed manual, (4) a collection of data-rich assessment instruments, (5) a curriculum planner, and (6) an interactive web site.  These resources will serve the needs of teachers and teacher educators in pre-service programs, early career mentoring programs, and mid-career recertification programs.  Emphasis will be placed on helping teachers in every state meet the content and analytical skills of the national geography standards and the provisions of the No Child Left Behind Act of 2002.

The project will be led by principal investigators Phil Gersmehl (Hunter College and University of Minnesota) and Michael Solem (AAG) with the support and involvement of the National Council for Geographic Education, state Geographic Alliances, and several geography and education departments. Joseph Stoltman (Western Michigan University) will serve as the external evaluator for the project and will work with the PIs to assess the utility of the resources for improving the preparation and abilities of geography teachers.
(2) Where Faculty Live: Internationalizing the Disciplines (2004-2005).  The Carnegie Corporation has awarded a grant to the American Council on Education for a project to promote the internationalization of teaching and learning at U.S. colleges and universities through collaboration with five disciplinary associations: the Association of American Geographers, the American Historical Association, the American Political Science Association, the American Psychological Association, and the American Society for Engineering Education.  Each of the five associations will develop a statement of global learning outcomes within the framework of its discipline and disseminate the statement to its members.  Each organization also will develop an action plan for itself to enhance internationalization of the discipline.  ACE will serve as a resource to the participating associations as they accomplish this work.

(3) Online Center for Global Geography Education. (2003-2005). NSF, $152,548. Michael Solem, PI.  AAG subcontract: $10, 320.  Three prototype modules are now available: Global Economy, Nationalism, and Population.  A workshop for module evaluators was held during the IGU Glasgow Congress in August 2004.  Classroom testing is scheduled to begin in September 2004 in a wide range of domestic and foreign institutions.  The tests will evaluate the project’s impact on student learning and the value of internationalization for teaching and learning geography.  

(4) Geography Faculty Development Alliance.  (2002-2007).  NSF, $830,806.  Ken Foote, PI.  AAG Educational Affairs Director subcontract: 34 days/ year @$250. The Geography Faculty Development Alliance is a long-term, broad-based project to improve the learning and teaching of geography in higher education.  The aim is to provide early career faculty and advanced doctoral students with the theoretical and practical knowledge needed to excel in the lecture hall, seminar room, and laboratory.  Michael Solem is the project evaluator and is collaborating with Ken Foote on the project’s research component.  The first study examining the concerns, attitudes, and abilities of early career geography faculty will be published in the Annals of the Association of American Geographers in December 2004.  Upcoming studies will focus on faculty mentoring and department environments.

(5) Visiting Geographical Scientist Program.  GTU, $5,000/year.  Managed by Oscar Larson and Michael Solem.  Sponsors visits by 6-8 geographers to 12-16 campuses per year.  AAG has made and will continue efforts to involve more small departments in the program.  2004-05 program information and applications are now available on the AAG website.

II. Pending Proposals 

(1) Resources for Teachers of Analytical Geography. A proposal was submitted to NSF’s Teacher Professional Continuum program on September 10, 2004, requesting $1,209,631 over four years to develop teacher-training products and workshops focused on GIS and spatial literacy.  This project involves a collaboration with the Capstone Institute for School Reform at Howard University to support teacher professional development in urban school districts with large minority populations. Principal Investigators: Phil Gersmehl (PI, University of Minnesota and Hunter College), A. Wade Boykin (co-PI, Howard University), and Michael Solem (co-PI, AAG).  Partner organizations include Environmental Systems Research Institute, National Council for Geographic Education, state Geographic Alliances, and several university departments.

(2) Enhancing Departments and Graduate Education in Geography.  The AAG submitted a proposal to NSF’s Research on Learning and Education (ROLE) program, requesting $980,393 over three years to investigate the nature and value of graduate training in geography.  If approved, the project will fund detailed surveys and interviews with chairpersons, faculty, employers, administrators, and graduate students in a diverse range of departments.  It will also collect and evaluate samples of professional development resources that departments are currently using to train graduate students, especially with regard to those aspects of academic work and culture that receive relatively little attention in today’s graduate curriculum (e.g., course design, career planning, project and time management, professional ethics, and writing proposals).  Finally, it will produce a collection of print and digital resources that chairpersons and departments can use to improve the quality of their graduate programs.  PI: Michael Solem. Co-PIs: Ken Foote, Janice Monk.  Partners: Professional and Organizational Development (POD) Network in Higher Education, Association of American Universities.

III. Geography Education Materials Development Fund (GEMDF)

Purpose. The GEMDF is funded by royalties accruing from the sales and distribution of ARGUS and ARGWorld.  Phil Gersmehl is the current Coordinator of the GEMDF.  The Coordinator proposes a work plan in June of each year in consultation with the Educational Affairs Director.  To ensure that the work supported by the GEMDF continues to contribute to the educational development goals that are the purpose of this fund, a GEMDF review committee has been established to review annual work plans and progress reports for work drawing from this fund.  The GEMDF review committee currently has four members: Susan Hardwick (University of Oregon), Gail Hobbs (Pierce College), Darrell Napton (South Dakota State University), and Joseph Stoltman (Western Michigan University).

New activities.  The following work plan was approved by the GEMDF review committee for the second-year of the fund (July 2004 – June 2005): 

(1) Develop activities correlated to aspects of spatial cognition in the forthcoming National Academy of Sciences report on Thinking Spatially: The Incorporation of Geographic Information Science Across the K-12 Curriculum.   These activities could serve as a basis for a proposal to the NSF Instructional Materials Development program.

(2) Develop international and foreign language versions of ARGUS and ARGWorld materials, to complement international AAG projects and to explore new markets for the products.

Ongoing activities.  The following first-year activities were approved for continuation in the second year:

(1) Revise/update ARGUS units

(2) Draft materials for the AAG’s Teacher's Guide to Modern Geography project

(3) Visit Geographic Alliance institutes to train teachers using ARGUS & ARGWorld.
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AAG Public Policy Update

John Wertman, Director of Public Policy

Gary Fitzpatrick, AAG Policy Fellow

September 2004

Both John and Gary have been on the AAG staff for more than four months now, and in that time, the Association’s ability to track legislation and be involved in public policy endeavors benefiting geography and the wider scientific community have markedly increased.  Progress has already been made and the potential for the geographic community resulting from the AAG’s stepped-up efforts and the increased federal, state, and local reliance on geographic technologies seems to be limitless.     

1) AAG Newsletter Column – the Washington Insider

· Appearing monthly in the newsletter.  Issues focused upon include the Higher Education Act, the No Child Left Behind law, Federal budget and appropriations issues, National Science Foundation funding, scientific freedom concerns, and the scientific workforce.

· The column will include member alerts as appropriate.  The first such alert appeared in the September issue regarding a drastic cut in FY 2005 NSF funding made by House appropriators. 

2) Efforts to augment geographic expertise available to Members of Congress

· Have discussed the possibility of an office of a Geographer to Congress with several key staffers on both the House and Senate sides.   

· Have met with key staff within the Library of Congress about the idea and Doug Richardson is planning a meeting with Librarian of Congress James Billington.

· Have begun outreach to other Washington-based associations and groups that would benefit from the presence of a Geographer to Congress.

3) Process is underway to enhance Federal funding of geography education

· Meeting with key staff at the National Geographic Society and started regular communication with GENIP members.

· Provided commentary with Michael Solem on draft legislation being circulated by the NGS.

· Will continue tracking and outreach efforts as the Congress begins the reauthorization process for the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (No Child Left Behind), set for 2006.

4) Other activities:

· National Academies Committee on Science, Engineering, and Public Policy workshop on the impact of the OMB’s Program Assessment Rating Tool on the Federal R&D programs.

· Monthly meetings of the White House Office of Science and Technology Policy’s Behavioral and Social Science working group

· Quarterly meetings of the Council of Professional Associations on Federal Statistics

· Congressional Briefings by the Consortium of Social Science Associations

· Meeting with Virginia Cain, Director of the National Institute of Health’s (NIH) Office of Behavioral and Social Science Research, to investigate methods of including geography in the NIH’s research portfolio and public events

· Monthly meetings of the U.S. Geological Survey Coalition.  Presenters have included key Geography staff at the USGS.

· House Government Reform Subcommittee on Technology, Information Policy, Intergovernmental Relations, and the Census oversight hearing on “Geospatial Information:  Are we headed in the right direction or are we lost”

· Science Coalition Support for Science event featuring House Speaker Dennis Hastert (R-Il), Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi (D-CA), and Sen. Paul Sarbanes (D-MD)

· Status of the Science and Engineering Workforce event sponsored by the Congressional Research and Development Caucus

· Attended public speeches by Madeleine Albright and Paul Krugman to evaluate their potential to serve as speakers at the 2005 AAG Annual Meeting.  In addition, have sent letters of inquiry to Bill Clinton, Al Gore, and Ted Turner and have received a positive response from former U.S. Senator and Undersecretary of State Tim Wirth. 

· Briefing by the House Science Committee Minority on appointments to Federal advisory committees 

· National Academies Committee on Ensuring the Best Science and Technology Presidential and Federal Advisory Committee Appointments public meeting featuring Presidential Science Advisor Jack Marburger and Congressmen Vern Ehlers (R-MI) and Henry Waxman (D-CA)

· GIS Partnership event hosted by the National Capital Planning Commission

· Senate Governmental Affairs Committee confirmation hearing for Allen Weinstein, nominee to serve as Archivist of the United States  

· Serving as a key contributor to scientific community efforts to have President Bush and Senator Kerry participate in “virtual town hall meetings” with scientists, engineers, and technology sector workers during the presidential campaign.     
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