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NEW PROJECTS

(1) AAG Center for Global Geography Education (Phase 2). The National Science Foundation has awarded a grant of $495,481 to the Association of American Geographers for expanding the AAG Center for Global Geography Education. The three-year CGGE Phase 2 project is under the direction of Michael Solem (AAG), Phil Klein (University of Northern Colorado), and Osvaldo Muñiz (Texas State University – San Marcos).   Researchers at the Association of American Colleges and Universities will monitor procedures, design and conduct an on-going formative evaluation with annual reports, and prepare a summative evaluation of the project’s learning resources and faculty development workshops.

CGGE Phase 2 will revise the library of instructional modules created under the first phase (Nationalism, Global Economy, and Population) while also developing three new titles: Water Resources, Migration, and Global Climate Change.  This work will be informed by an extension evaluation study that assessed the effectiveness of the first set of CGGE modules during classroom trials between September 2004 and May 2005.   The evaluation identified several instances of how the modules could be improved to enhance student learning of international perspectives1.
In Phase 2, the CGGE modules will be redesigned to provide greater flexibility for undergraduate instruction.   Each will include:

· Case studies that explore geographic issues from multiple international perspectives.   Each case study will be developed by teams of faculty and students in several countries, use diverse data sets and examples, and illustrate how spatial thinking concepts can be used to analyze issues.  For example, a case study planned for the Global Economy module will focus on the trade of agricultural commodities between the U.S. and several Latin American countries, highlighting the impact on workers and local economies through the use of examples and commentaries contributed by students in those locations.

· Student activities that support international learning collaborations using discussion boards, wikis, web cams, and other communication tools.  The activities are designed to pair teams of students working with geographic data gathered from multiple locations.  For example, an activity planned for the Nationalism module will ask student teams to consider the difference between ethnic groups and nations, and explain through the use of local symbols, photos, and other media why they consider certain places as representative of their national identity or regional identity.  Students then will exchange and discuss their examples with teammates in other countries.
· Collaboration calendars for faculty wishing to use CGGE modules for international teaching collaborations.   All faculty who register with the CGGE project will receive customized e-mail notifications when new collaborators sign up with details about their courses and desired dates for collaboration.  Using pull-down menus, users will be able to identify appropriate collaborators on the basis of course subject, location, language, and teaching schedules.   

All of the resources will be published online in English, Spanish, and Arabic, with additional language support as the project develops over the coming years.

CGGE Phase 2 will also sponsor workshops aimed at expanding the network of collaborating faculty to areas in the Middle East and Southeast Asia, while retaining the existing networks of faculty in the Americas, Europe, and China.   The first such workshop is planned for the AAG Annual Meeting in Boston (for details and to register, please visit the workshop page at http://aag.org/annualmeetings/2008/index.htm).   Workshops will also be held at upcoming international meetings, including the SEAGA Conference in the Philippines in June 2008, the IGU Congress in Tunisia in August 2008, and the HERODOT Liverpool Conference in September 2008.  Information about these workshops and other project activities will be posted in the coming months at www.aag.org/education/center
1 Klein, P. and M. Solem.  Evaluating the Impact of International Collaboration on Geography Learning.   Forthcoming, Journal of Geography in Higher Education.

(2) Graduate Ethics Seminars for Future Geospatial Technology Professionals.  NSF has awarded Oregon State University a grant to institute, within Penn State, Oregon State, and the University of Minnesota, regularly-offered graduate seminars that rigorously explore ethical implications of geographic information science and technology (GIS&T).  A model seminar curriculum developed by a team of professional ethicists and GIS&T educators will be disseminated freely to the GIS&T education community in the U.S. and overseas.  AAG will receive a subcontract ($46,583 over two years) to provide evaluation and dissemination services.

PROJECT UPDATES

(1) Enhancing Departments and Graduate Education (EDGE) in Geography. The AAG’s Enhancing Departments and Graduate Education (EDGE) in Geography project, funded by a $980,393 grant from National Science Foundation, is in its third year of activity (PI: Michael Solem, Co-PIs: Ken Foote and Jan Monk).  

Since the project started in April of 2005, research activities have included a variety of surveys, focus groups, and visits by project researchers to graduate programs across the United States.  The project is also producing a variety of publications for graduate students, faculty, and department chairs.

A. Book publications:  Prentice Hall will publish two books to coincide with the 2008 AAG Annual Meeting in Boston:

1. Solem, M., K. Foote, and J. Monk, eds.  2008.  Aspiring academics: A resource book for graduate students and early career faculty.   Upper Saddle River, NJ: Prentice Hall.

2. Solem, M. and K. Foote, eds.  2008.  Teaching college geography: A practical guide for graduate students and early career faculty.  Upper Saddle River, NJ: Prentice Hall.

The books are designed to provide support for scholars in geography and related disciplines who are just getting started with their careers of teaching, research, and service.  A related aim is to promote a climate in academic departments that is supportive of community-based professional development.   Each book will feature a website where individuals can access forums and workshop materials for enhancing expertise and effectiveness in course design, proposal writing, professional ethics, time management, career planning, field instruction, academic publishing, and many other topics.

The AAG will sponsor EDGE workshops at upcoming regional and annual meetings to train graduate students, faculty, and department chairs in the use of these resources.  Departments will have opportunities to participate in funded evaluation activities with Aspiring Academics and Teaching College Geography in AY 2008-09 (details forthcoming).

B. Research manuscripts: Two research articles are currently under review:

1.  Solem, M., I. Cheung, and B. Schlemper.  A model for assessing the skills of professional geographers.  In review, The Professional Geographer.
Abstract: This study assesses the relative importance of skills expected of professional geographers across major sectors of the U.S. workforce.  Following a series of focus groups, two surveys were developed to explore: (i) the extent specific skills were performed by geographers in different professional positions, and (ii) the value of and anticipated demand for those skills from the perspective of employers.  Overall, respondents in the focus groups and both surveys emphasized the importance of transferable skills ranging from time management and writing ability to information management and computer literacy.  But employers also cited the need for having a strong conceptual grounding in geography, especially the ability to think spatially and the ability to work across disciplinary boundaries, as being vital for the effective use of GIS and related mapping technologies.
2.  Solem, M., J. Lee, and B. Schlemper.  Departmental climate and student experiences in graduate geography programs.  In review, Research in Higher Education.
Abstract: This study explores how graduate students enrolled in M.A./M.S. and Ph.D. geography programs perceive the social and academic climate of their departments.  A second objective is to understand how, in light of their perceptions of departmental climate, these students self-assess their own professional abilities, values, and goals, and the extent to which these self-assessments differ across demographic and institutional contexts.  The survey instrument for this research is based on data collected from graduate student focus groups and on validated constructs of academic culture identified from previous related research.  T-tests and ANOVA analyses identified significant differences among graduate students and their perceptions of departmental climate when compared on the basis of gender, citizenship, race/ethnicity, research subfield, and institutional type.  
Future research manuscripts will focus on thematic issues (e.g., enhancing and supporting diversity in graduate programs).   AAG committees and programs (e.g., Enhancing Diversity Committee, Committee on College Geography and Careers, Healthy Departments Initiative) will provide input into these studies and formulate action items related to the research findings.

C. Outreach: EDGE presentations are planned at several upcoming meetings (e.g., POD October 2007 in Pittsburgh; Oxford Centre for Excellence in Preparing for Academic Practice in November 2007 and April 2008; ICED conference in Salt Lake City June 2008).

D. Healthy Departments Website.  The following articles are now available on the AAG Healthy Departments website:

http://www.aag.org/healthydepartments/healthy_resources.cfm

1. “Effective Mentoring in Geography”, by Susan Hardwick and Fred Shelley. This paper provides arguments and a number of suggestions for designing a mentoring program in geography departments.

2. “Making the Case for Geography”, by Victoria Lawson and Alexander Murphy. From time to time, a geography department finds it necessary to inform others about the value of geography, either out of opportunity (e.g., establishing a new degree program) or in response to a threat (e.g., budget cuts that threaten the closure or merger of a department). This paper provides "talking points" that geographers can draw on to show why geography is indispensable to higher education and society.

3. “Beyond the Department: Building Effective Relationships with Deans, Provosts, and Presidents”, by M. Duane Nellis and JW Harrington. One of the keys to successful departmental leadership is establishing a productive, mutually respectful, and synergistic relationship with campus administration. This paper discusses strategies for enhancing a department's status in the eyes of university deans, provosts, and presidents.

4. “Being a Geographer in a Blended Department: Views from a Multidisciplinary Perspective”, by David L. Butler. Many geography faculty find themselves working in multidisciplinary departments. This paper discusses some of the challenges and opportunities of being a geographer working alongside colleagues from other disciplines.

These papers and related resources on the Healthy Departments website were developed with support from the AAG’s EDGE project, with the active input and collaboration of the AAG’s Healthy Departments committee and several department chairs who served as anonymous referees.   
For additional information about the EDGE project, please visit www.aag.org/edge
(2) Project GeoSTART: Geo-Spatial Thinking Activities and Resources for Teachers: 

PI: Sheryl Luzzadder-Beach (George Mason University).  Co-PIs: Wade Boykin (Howard University), Carol and Phil Gersmehl (co-Directors, Center for Geographic Learning at Hunter College), and Michael Solem (AAG). 

NASA has awarded the Association of American Geographers (AAG) a $92,834 grant to develop Geo-Spatial Thinking Activities and Resources for Teachers, a one-year pilot project to enhance the teaching of geography and earth science.  Teachers using the GeoSTART CD will learn state-of-the-art approaches to teaching geography using NASA Earth Observing Missions remote sensing technology and data.

  
GeoSTART has produced a collection of lessons that models applications of geospatial technology and spatial thinking concepts for analyzing hurricanes affecting several selected locations in the Caribbean Sea, the urbanized East Coast from Washington to New York, and analogous areas in east Asia.  The lessons include teacher’s notes, student activities, and assessment rubrics to help teachers understand how to support spatial thinking at different levels of complexity across grades 6-12.  GeoSTART lessons support educational standards in geography, math, and science, making the lessons a valuable resource for teacher professional development.


GeoSTART lessons were evaluated by pre-service teachers at Hunter College as well as teachers participating in workshops sponsored by Howard University’s Capstone Institute in the summer of 2007.  Materials will be published on CD prior to the 2007 AAG Boston meeting.


GeoSTART staff are working closely with a related project led by the National Council for Geographic Education (NCGE), which is creating remote sensing activities for elementary school students.  This partnership will result in a “scope-and-sequence” for teaching spatial thinking skills and earth science content.

(3) A Teacher’s Guide to Modern Geography.  In September 2004, the AAG received a three-year, $515,927 grant from FIPSE to provide geography teachers with a suite of high-quality training products that a) are adaptable to the curricular standards of every state, b) emphasize analytical skills, and c) satisfy the needs of pre-service programs as well as early- and mid-career teachers.  FIPSE approved a no-cost extension that will move the project’s ending date to August 2008.  

In spring 2008, Guilford will publish a second edition of Phil Gersmehl’s book, Teaching Geography, featuring a CD developed by the FIPSE grant (AAG will also publish the CD as a stand-alone resource):
1. New and revised spatial thinking units that explain and illustrate the use of spatial concepts for teaching real-world geographic issues.  They include some of the content of two CD projects, ARGUS and ARGWorld, developed by the AAG with grants from the National Science Foundation for middle and high school teachers.  Some units deal with spatial skills in a conceptual fashion.  Others tell an animated story.  Still others are organized as electronic labs, with interactive routines that allow exploration of the consequences when particular spatial decisions are made.  The variety of the presentations is intended to provide a diverse set of illustrations for how spatial skills can be introduced into classrooms, providing flexibility to use the skills most relevant to teachers’ professional needs.  

2. Transparencies/PowerPoint presentation masters designed to serve as guides for discussion in professional-development workshops and pre-service courses in geographic education. The numbering and general subject matter of these transparencies follow the chapter outline in the book; however, workshop leaders are encouraged to arrange the transparencies in different orders to suit their particular settings.  In presentation, these transparencies can be interleaved with other material that makes a connection with the local area: maps, diagrams, examples, and/or worksheets that deal with specific topics that apply to the home communities of the teachers. 
3. One-Page Guides to the CD for use in teacher-training workshops and in-service institutes. These printed guides provide a brief summary of the content of the units, as well as some suggestions about how to use them in classrooms and workshops. They are available in a variety of print (copier-ready pdf files) and digital (PowerPoint) formats to allow teachers or workshop leaders to select the ones they wish to employ and to arrange them in the order they might choose to use them in a specific classroom setting.
4. Student activities illustrating how aspects of spatial thinking can be incorporated into the design of lessons about particular topics.  With that caveat in mind, we selected several topics that support standards across the curriculum in geography, history, environment studies, mathematics, and literacy, such as:
a. choosing a location for Washington, DC, as the U.S. capital (the teacher’s notes identify a specific math standards met by the lesson)  
b. exploring the roles of a specific country (e.g., North and South Korea) in current events (the teacher’s notes indicate how these lessons can be adapted to other countries/regions) 

c. using place names as clues about the colonial history of a region (the teacher’s notes includes alternative worksheets that accommodate different learning styles).  
d. sampling elevation and making a contour map that isolates flood-prone areas (the teacher’s notes explain how to make a tactual device that helps students master the basic idea of “negative elevation” below a specified flood depth). 
5. Curriculum planners showing how the ARGUS and ARGWorld activities and CD units fit with the published standards adopted in every state and the District of Columbia.  Together with the transparencies and model activities, these curriculum guides can help teachers select and adapt published curriculum materials to individual classroom settings. 

III. NATIONAL COUNCIL FOR GEOGRAPHIC EDUCATION
The NCGE Central Office relocated to shared office space with the AAG in August 2007, with Kim Crews serving as NCGE Executive Director.  AAG will receive an annual payment, equal to 10% of NCGE gross operating revenues, to provide turnkey support for NCGE operating finances, including access to AAG accounting, membership, contract management, meeting registration, and telecommunication systems.  Under this collaboration, the NCGE Executive Planning Board will directly manage all NCGE Endowment funds, and the NCGE Executive Director will retain primary administrative responsibility for directing NCGE programs and activities.  AAG will provide free office space for up to two full-time NCGE staff members, including access to equipment to meet daily administrative needs.

AAG and NCGE are exploring joint proposals to the NSF Discovery Research K-12 program, the NSF ITEST program, and the US Department of Education’s Teaching American History program.

IV. OTHER PROGRAMS
(1) GENIP 

Mission:  1) coordinate geography education activities among the member organizations 2) develop geography education projects that meet needs not addressed elsewhere 3) provide mall-grant support for geography education initiatives, including thesis and dissertation research 4) conduct national-level outreach on behalf of geography to educators and policy makers, particularly to support the National Geography Standards.  

Representatives: AAG: Roger Downs, Chair; Duane Nellis, Michael Solem.  NCGE: Kim Crews, Joseph Stoltman.  AGS: Rickie Sanders.  NGS: Daniel Edelson, Chris Shearer.  GENIP coordinator: Sarah Bednarz. 

Funding:  AAG, NCGE, NGS each support GENIP with $5,000 per year and cover travel expenses for their representatives.  AGS contributes $1,000 per year and travel support.  This covers the ongoing operating costs, including a stipend for the project coordinator and the financial manager (provided by NCGE). 

Updates: 

· The AAG’s Susan Gallagher will serve as project manager for a broad-based GENIP project to refresh and revise the national geography standards, with an anticipated publication date of April 2008.

Minutes, agendas, and resources from GENIP meetings are available at http://genip.tamu.edu
(2) Visiting Geographical Scientist Program.  GTU, $5,000/year.  Managed by Matt Koeppe, the VGSP sponsors visits by geographers to university campuses every year, especially those with smaller geography programs.  
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