Minutes of the GENIP Meeting

March 17, 2007

Meridian Place Conference Room

Association of American Geographers

Washington, D.C.

Attendees: Michael Solem, Roger Downs (Chair), Dune Nellis, Rickie Sanders, Chris Shearer, Joseph Stoltman, Michal LeVasseur

Invited Guests: Zach Moore (GENIP Intern), Jim Marran 

Opening comments from GENIP Chair, Roger Downs

Roger Downs convened the meeting at 8:35 AM, reviewed the agenda, and received approval of the minutes from the previous Washington meeting, September 9, 2006.  There were no addition or deletions.  Roger also summarized the GENIP session at the National Geographic Society on Friday, March 19th where representatives of the NGS Education Foundation and the USDOE made presentations on efforts underway to continue to promote geography in the schools though both special programs and the expanding uses of technology. 
_Reports_____________________________________________________

Association of American Geographers – Michael Solem (Report distributed to membership prior to meeting)

•Michael called specific attention to the Careers in Geography website that will be introduced at the AAG annual meeting in mid-April at San Francisco.  The discussion resulting from the information about this initiative led Roger Downs to ask the Steering Committee to consider some of the related questions resulting from USDOE’s Tim Manger’s presentation on Friday afternoon about materials for non-geographers that encourage spatial thinking, especially on the uses of technology to encourage cross disciplinary interaction as well as how to effective teacher application of technology.  Members of the Committee made the following points:

•There is no need to reinvent the wheel because many effective materials

already exist addressing these issues.  However, they must be presented in such a way that their application is evident and attractive to non-geographers as well as to teachers for whom geography is not an their area of academic expertise.  

•The group agreed that GENIP might want to give some consideration to the development of a PDF document to that end.  This would require conducting an inventory of available materials to determine quality and value.   The key question in such a search: What is it that every teacher needs to know about the uses of geospatial technology in the classroom? 

•The audience to which such a project would be directed includes members of such organizations as the National Science Teachers Association, Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development, National Council of Teachers of English, National Council of Teachers of Mathematics and groups that specifically target staff development and curriculum design (especially in the uses of technology).

•To that end, the NSF might be encouraged to support such an effort allowing for the data gathering through a search of the current literature, information provided by focus groups from across the disciples including publishers and such service organizations involved in job training as the YMCA and selected labor unions.

•The dissemination of such materials will require a creative distribution plan  so that it can reach all the publics for which it will be developed.

Outcome: The Committee will continue to consider this opportunity.  Roger agreed that as a presentation for the fall meeting, he will formalize a proposal addressing What Every Teacher Should Know about Geography (for both hard copy and PDF) that will include:


•the dimensions and breadth of the product


•the process by which it will be developed


•strategies for distribution 

American Geographical Society – Rickie Sanders (Report distributed to membership prior to meeting)

Rickie called attention to the “Letter to Pomona” section of the report pointing out that the Dean of Admissions at Pomona College, in a meeting with other admissions officers said that AP programs seem to have strayed from their initial intent to offer courses in the humanities, math. and science.  He made specific reference to AP Human Geography as an example of an inappropriate inclusion in the AP program of studies.  This was reported in a December edition of the San Gabriel Valley Tribune.  The leadership of the AGS has led the response about the value of Human Geography and its legitimacy as an AP subject and encourages the other GENIP member organizations to coordinate a response for possible publication in Education Week, Teacher Magazine, The Chronicle of Higher Education, etc.
Outcome:  Before the next GENIP meeting, Roger Downs agreed to draft a letter outlining an approach for the development of op-ed essays explaining the importance of geography education and the special strength of the AP Human Geography course as a way to broaden public awareness about the nature and purpose of geography. 

National Council for Geographic Education – Joe Stoltman (Report distributed to membership prior to meeting)

•In addition to some general comments about the report, Joe noted that the NCGE leadership is developing strategies encouraging the membership of the organization to communicate with members of the Senate and House of Representatives on the importance of supporting the Teaching Geography is Fundamental bills currently pending in each chamber.  A special mailing to all members will be sent late in the summer with suggestions for communicating why the legislation is essential and why it deserves the endorsement of members of Congress.

•Joe also indicated that the NCGE Administrative Committee is in the process of organizing an advocacy task force with the special charge of promoting AP Human Geography so that the program will receive the widest possible support through a variety of activities (e.g., on-line staff development opportunities, on-line student programs, summer institutes for teachers in every region of the United States, presentations at professional meetings, on-going promotions through the state geographic alliance systems, publications supporting and enhancing the AP curriculum, etc.).  The task force will also determine how best to keep the College Board and the Educational Testing Service connected to the continuing efforts of the geography education community to promote the expansion of APHG.  Joe requested a $10,000 appropriation to support this undertaking and offered a motion to that end.  It was seconded by Michal LeVasseur and passed unanimously by the Steering Committee.  Joe encouraged further discussion of the work of the task force at the next meeting of the Steering Committee in the fall, 2007.

Outcomes: 

•Michal LeVasseur will keep the Steering Committee advised of the specific charge to the task force as well as information about its membership and its efforts to serve as an APHG advocacy agent and facilitator for promoting the continuing growth and development at the AP program.  Nominations for task force membership are encouraged.

•Roger Downs will communicate to NCGE President Mark Bockenhauer GENIP’s support of the work of the APHG advocacy task force. 

National Geographic Society – Chris Shearer

Chris reviewed the Friday presentation of Jill Monk (interim Foundation executive director) on the current mission and plans of the NGS Education Foundation and discussed the priorities of the Foundation indicating that it is presently focused on:


•promoting professional development for K-12 teachers


•reinvesting in the Alliance network

•reaching out to representative members of the geography community to determine timely and appropriate definitions of geography

•encouraging Congressional passage of the Teaching Geography Is Fundamental legislation

•continuing supporting the annual Geography Bee as a method of encouraging geographic literacy among elementary and  middle school students

He also discussed the progress of My Wonderful World as an on-going project and pointed out that its immediate focus is on teacher development but the long-term focus depends upon the priorities of the permanent Foundation director when that person is appointed.

On-Going Projects/Activities______________________________________

Highly Qualified Teacher Statement:  In light of the evolving emphasis at the Department of Education on what constitutes a highly qualified teacher under the provisions of the No Child Left Behind Act, the Steering Committee agreed that the GENIP statement should be changed from Defining A Highly Qualified K-12 Geography Teacher to Defining A Highly Qualified and Effective K-12 Geography Teacher.  Recent studies by the Teacher Quality Partnership in Cincinnati and other groups, report that “highly qualified” is a misleading term because it leaves the impression that if a teachers meet the basic requirements listed in NCLB, they are exemplary.  The strength of the GENIP statement is that it goes beyond that definition and identifies that effective teachers possess content competency, instructional competency, and a commitment to on-going professional development.  

GENIP Website:  In a discussion about he GENIP website, the Steering Committee members agreed that an update and revision of the site will likely result in an increase in it functionality. To that end, a professional redesign (possibly using the services of Nancy Gutton as design consultant) is worthy of consideration.  The Steering Committee approved an expenditure of $10,000 to fund the web site redesign.  The Committee members also agreed that an annual appropriation was essential to support a website manager to keep it current, and assure that it is consistently user friendly.  They set a $3,000 remuneration fee for that service.  

Outcome:  The Committee members request that Sarah Bednarz and Roger Downs develop a strategy for next steps in arranging a redesign process and advise the Committee of their recommendations at the fall meeting.

GENIP’s Standing Rules:  At the suggestion of the Chair, the Committee members agreed that the Standing Rulers which regulate the general operation of the GENIP Steering Committee need to be resurrected, revisited, and reviewed for whatever revision and updating is necessary.  The Standing Rules were developed in September 1987 and were last reviewed in June 1991.

Outcome:  Jim Marran agreed to initiate the review process and will present a report with recommendations to the Steering Committee at its fall meeting. 

GIS Book:  This product is set for completion in May 2007.  It is about 125 pages with four color presentations.  The developers request an additional $5,000 (beyond the $11,000 appropriated for development).

Outcomes:  Committee members request additional information from developers on the total cost, production and distribution in two modes (Book and CD).  If additional funds need to be appropriated, the request will be submitted to the Committee through an electronic vote.

GENIP Fellows:  Chris Shearer reported that the selection process for identifying Fellows would remain the same for next year.  Two Fellows will be appointed at $6,800 (for a total of $13,600).  Chris also noted that since the inception of the program in 2002, half the interns have entered geography education upon the completion of their undergraduate/graduate work demonstrating that the program has not only benefited GENIP for the research projects produced but also the field in general.

Treasurer’s Report_____________________________________________

 Michal LeVasseur presented the report for Treasurer Dick Anderson who was unable to attend the meeting.

The Steering Committee members accepted the report but suggested that item identifiers and classification names should be modified in order to make the report more clear.

The Steering Committee invited Michal to remain as a GENIP committee member for at least a year at the conclusion of Dick Anderson’s term as treasurer on December 31, 2007.   This will assure that she will be able to use her experience as NCGE executive director to guide and oversee the fiscal transition as NCGE moves to a new location and a new staff.  That decision was passed unanimously with Michal agreeing to it.

Because of expenditures approved by the Steering Committee at this session, $27,000 was budgeted to support GENIP projects.

NCGE - 

$10,00 to support the APHG Task for Force

GENIP Website - 
$13,000 to support site redesign and web master stipend

GENIP Fellows -  
$4,000 for meeting attendance support  

Next Meeting________________________________________________

The members agreed to meet in Philadelphia on November 3rd with a visit to the Educational Testing Service in Princeton to be arranged for Friday, November 2nd for updates on NAEP Geography and APHG testing.

Respectfully submitted.

James Marran

July 8, 2007
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