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Annual Meetings
The 2008 National Geography Education Conference is scheduled for Dearborn, Michigan, from October 9 – 12.  Plans for the conference are well underway, with the central theme being Transportation. A full program of workshops, paper sessions, cultural events, field trips, and social events is planned.   Further information about upcoming events may be viewed on the NCGE website at www.ncge.org.

2008 Annual Meeting, Detroit (Dearborn), Michigan October 9 – 12
2009 Annual Meeting, Puerto Rico

2010 Annual Meeting, TBD
Journal of Geography and The Geography Teacher
The publication of The Geography Teacher with Ed Grode as editor and the Journal of Geography with Catherine Lockwood as editor continue to adjust to the on-line services and commercial production offered by Taylor and Francis. Progress on print schedules and electronic transfers of documents is being made. Journal of Geography submissions are now fully electronic; the system went live April 16. A plan will soon be announced whereby embers of NCGE are provided with a complimentary electronic subscription to another Taylor and Francis publication. 
New Publications

Three new publications are in the line up. They are: Climate Change and Variation, A Primer for Teachers (on the shelf); Teaching Map Skills (August); and A Bird’s Eye View (June). The latter is a CD with that was developed by a team of NCGE members under the direction of Dr. Osa Brand, and with funding from NASA. NCGE relies on a fulfillment house to distribute print materials. In addition, NCGE is reducing the price of some titles in order to reduce or eliminate inventory, and promote sales.
Promoting APHG

The NCGE has been awarded a $5000 subvention by GENIP to undertake the necessary work. The Committee on External Relations is taking the lead on identify and planning the activities. 
Website Development

NCGE is in the process of upgrading their website to make it more easily accessed, more functional in terms of the services provided our members, and more manageable by the staff in the Central Office. An RFP has been prepared and is being distributed by the Central Office to prospective vendors. 
Central Office
The Central Office has located in Washington, DC, and the adjustments to a new location, new space, and refocusing the activities that capitalize on being in the capital have been foremost on the Executive Directors agenda. Three priorities continue for this calendar year:
1. Upgrade the membership database to iMIS (provided by AAG). The conversion is nearly complete. This system will link directly to the accounting system to make membership and conference registration much more efficient. 

2. NCGE will upgrade the website to make it more user-friendly, allow staff to update and maintain, and link to the accounting, membership, and publications database to reduce duplication and promote efficiency.

3. Evaluate efficiency of all procedures and systems. This evaluation will lead to changes in activities and programs, but also open opportunities for seeking out new projects and partners.
Grants


1. Remote Sensing Curriculum for Grades 4-6 (NASA)
Complete except for production of materials.

2. Navigating NASA: A Gateway to Resources for Geography Learning  (NASA)
Navigating NASA will develop a portal on the NCGE website to NASA resources that support geography education. The project has been delayed due to NASA’s request to take a more prominent role through the work of space scientists and education specialists.  It is a NASA-supported, but unfunded project. NCGE considers it as a public service project in cooperation with NASA. 

3. iGETT (NSF)
The project is to support the development of a national workforce capable of geospatially information based decision-making in a variety of domains. Specifically, iGETT aims to develop an effective way for two-year colleges to train faculty and implement integrated geospatial programs that educate technologists and provide training opportunities for working professionals. The second summer institute is planned for 2008. The 2007 cohort continues to move ahead with plans for geospatial inclusion on two year college campuses.

4. TGMG

NCGE has entered in to a contract with AAG to provide the professional development and dissemination plans the Teachers Guide to Modern Geography Project. Funded by FIPSE, U.S. Department of Education, the AAG was the principal awardee, with NCGE being subcontracted to take charge of workshops at NCGE conferences during the four years of the grant. Those workshops were held and residual funds were designated to NCGE to develop a professional development model and dissemination plan. 

5. Recent Proposals
NCGE is a collaborator with AAG on two recent grant proposals: one submitted to NSF; and the other submitted to FIPSE. In both proposals NCGE is designated for professional development and dissemination of project materials.
Fund Campaign

NCGE has initiated a life-insurance based capital fund campaign. The response among members and others to the campaign is still being determined. 
Public Policy

NCGE continues to encourage members to support the Teaching Geography is Fundamental legislation. 
NCGE Membership Initiative

During 2008 NCGE is offering Geography Alliances the opportunity to encourage membership with an initial $30, first year, new member rate. There has been a positive response to the offer and it is expected that alliance summer activities will result in new, first time memberships.
NCGE Reorientation

NCGE is in the process of reassessing its core mission and services to the profession as part of the 2007 transitions in management and location. Income generation is a prominent focus of the organizations and plans to increase revenues are being planned.

Annual Awards and Recognition
NCGE is in the annual process of receiving nomination information by May 19, 2008 for the Distinguished Teaching Awards that will be presented in five categories at the National Geography Education Conference in Dearborn. Nomination from GENIP organizations are welcome.
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