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2008 National Conference on Geography Education, Dearborn, MI
The 2008 National Conference on Geography Education was held in Dearborn, MI, from October 9 – 12 and attended by 548 educators.  The conference included a full program of scholarly papers, practical applications for teaching geography, workshops, panel discussions, geotechnology demonstrations, and poster sessions.  The 100th anniversary of Ford Motor Company’s Model T framed the transportation theme of the conference. The Henry Ford Museum and Greenfield Village provide nearby venues of geographic, historic, and scientific interest relative to the development of the automobile and the society it helped define. Elementary and secondary teachers, early career and mid career faculty members, and retirees made up significant participant cohorts attending the conference. Further information about upcoming events may be viewed on the NCGE website at www.ncge.org.

2009 National Conference, San Juan, Puerto Rico, September 23 – 27.

2010 National Conference, Savannah, GA, September 30 to October 3
2011 National Conference, Portland Oregon, TBA
Journal of Geography and The Geography Teacher
The Journal of Geography and the Geography Teacher are published by Taylor and Francis. 

The submission, review, and transmission of manuscripts is now electronic or is in the final process of migrating to the T and F electronic system. The electronic submission protocol should provide for greater efficiency in the review and publication process for both publications. 

New Publications

Three new publications are now available or will be early in 2009. They are: Teaching Map Skills, European Geography Education, and Exploring the United States: A Bird’s Eye View! The first two are softbound publications in the special publications series. The third has been produced with funding from NASA and includes instructional activities that feature remote images of select landscapes and regions of the United States. The CD was produced with funding from NASA and support from ESRI.

Advanced Placement Human Geography Online Course and Workshops Funded by a Grosvenor Grant from the National Geographic Education Foundation, the online human geography course hosted by NCGE continues to be successful. A recent agreement with the University of Oregon will allow the course to migrate to other campuses and centers where there is a demand by teachers for professional development in AP Human Geography content.  Inclusion of APHG workshops and professional development programs in the National Conference on Geography Education continues to be a goal of NCGE.
Promoting and Sustaining APHG 
The Committee on External Relations has as one of its goals the development of a plan to support participation of AP teachers in NCGE, provide professional development opportunities, and work towards the expansion of APHG in secondary schools. 

Central Office of NCGE

The NCGE Central Office is located in Washington, D.C. and functions in cooperation with AAG.  NCGE Central has contracted for the development of a refreshed and more versatile website. It is planned that the website will serve as a portal to NCGE’s many activities and be accessible for the Central Office personnel to update systematically.  Included in the website changes will be the conversion of the membership database to one that has greater utility in the business operations, data retrieval and analysis, enhanced management of member lists and recruitment of membership, and more effective communication and accounting systems. The overall rationale for refreshing the electronic side of the NCGE operation is to achieve efficiencies in office functions and streamlining procedures.
In 2008 the NCGE developed a Strategic Plan to guide the decision making process and move the organization toward functioning as a professional business. The elements of the Plan entail knowing clearly who is served by NCGE, how to both offer and provide services to the clientele, and achieving growth in both membership and revenue. As a professional business, the NCGE is striving to balance expenses with income in a challenging economic situation.

Grants

1. Remote Sensing Curriculum for Grades 4-6 (NASA)
Under the direction of Dr. Osa Brand, REMOTE SENSING: A NEW APPROACH TO GRADES 4-6 U.S. GEOGRAPHY is being completed by a team of authors representing the National Council for Geographic Education with funding from NASA. An August 2008 completion date for the materials was achieved, with editorial work, limited field trials, and product design completed. Production of the CD is planned for early 2009. The materials will be marketed by NCGE.


2. Navigating NASA: A Gateway to Resources for Geography Learning  (NASA)
Navigating NASA will develop a portal on the NCGE website to NASA resources that support geography education. The project begins January 1, 2009.  It is a NASA-supported, but unfunded project. NCGE considers it as a public service project in cooperation with NASA.

3. iGETT (NSF)
The project, directed by Dr. Osa Brand, is to support the development of a national workforce capable of using geospatial information for decision-making in a variety of domains. Specifically, iGETT aims to develop an effective way for two-year colleges to train faculty members and implement integrated geospatial programs that educate technologists and provide training opportunities for working professionals. The initial two summer programs have been completed and the participants are pursuing development of geospatial programs at their institutions.

4. NASA: NCGE, in collaboration with Professor Bill Dando and Dr. Osa Brand, has submitted a 

proposal to NASA entitled “Improving the Quality of Climate Change Education, K-14: NCGE/NASA Summer Institutes for Teachers.”

Public Policy

NCGE supports the Teaching Geography is Fundamental initiative in the U.S. Congress. 

Research Focus
The request for geographic education research proposals for the E.Willard and Ruby S. Miller Awards for Research have been distributed to NCGE, AAG, NSTA, NCSS, and will be directed to all geography department chairs for circulation to faculty members. 
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