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2007 Annual Meeting, Oklahoma City, OK

The 2007 annual meeting was held in Oklahoma City, OK, October 18-21, 2007.  The meeting was well attended included a large number of elementary and secondary teachers, and early career faculty members. The Oklahoma Geographic Alliance arranged for a large number of teacher fellowships that provided partial funding for their teacher consultants to participate. Further information about upcoming events may be viewed on the NCGE website at www.ncge.org.

2008 Annual Meeting, Detroit (Dearborn), Michigan October 9 – 12
2009 Annual Meeting, Puerto Rico
2010 Annual Meeting, Washington, DC

New Annual Conference Title

The annual conference, beginning in 2008, will be called the National Conference on Geography Education for marketing and advertising. The National Council for Geography Education will be cited as the sponsor of the conference. The name change will be used to attract wider range of teachers since it will not appear as a conference intended for members only. 
Journal of Geography and The Geography Teacher
The publication of The Geography Teacher with Ed Grode as editor and the Journal of Geography with Catherine Lockwood as editor were successfully transferred to Taylor and Francis, beginning in January 2007. Back issues of The Geography Teacher are being provided electronically, and many volumes are currently available.

New Publications

Three new publications will be marketed by early 2008. They are: Teaching Map Skills; Climate Change and Variation, A Primer for Teachers;  and Geography Education in Europe. 
Advanced Placement Human Geography Online Course and Workshop

Supported by a Grosvenor Grant from the National Geographic Education Foundation, the online human geography course hosted by NCGE has been a huge success.  More than ninety teachers are participating in the most recent offering that began in mid-July and will be completed in December.  The newly constituted External Relations Committee of NCGE is reviewing ways to include APHG teachers in the annual meeting. It is planned to have a strong program strand at the 2008 National Conference on Geography Education that will assist APHG teachers with content preparation.

Promoting APHG

The newly formed Committee on External Relations will have as one of its early tasks the development of a plan to support participation of AP teachers in NCGE, provide professional development opportunities, and work towards the expansion of APHG in secondary schools. Independent discussions were held with Barbara Hildebrand, Martha Sharma, Sarah Bednarz, Paul Gray, and Joseph Kerski regarding the challenges ahead and the ways that NCGE might address them. Joseph Stoltman and Joseph Kerski will hold further discussion, will discuss with Susan Hardwick the visions for the on-line course developed under her direction, and prepare a plan. An APHG Task Force will be appointed as part of the External Relations Committee. The NCGE has been awarded a $5000 subvention by GENIP to undertake the necessary work. 

Central Office Relocation

The NCGE Central was relocated from Jacksonville State University, Mississippi, to Washington, DC, in July 2007.  
Newly Appointed NCGE Executive Director

Kim Crews was appointed to the office of Executive Director of NCGE in July 2007 following a national search. The Executive Director’s position followed the end of ED term of appointment and the retirement of Michal LeVasseur, prior ED. 
Grants


1. Remote Sensing Curriculum for Grades 4-6 (NASA)
Under the direction of Dr. Osa Brand, REMOTE SENSING: A NEW APPROACH TO GRADES 4-6 U.S. GEOGRAPHY is being completed by a team of authors representing the National Council for Geographic Education with funding from NASA. A November 1, 2007 completion date for the materials is planned. Editorial work, limited field trials, and production will continue into early 2008.


2. Navigating NASA: A Gateway to Resources for Geography Learning  (NASA)
Navigating NASA will develop a portal on the NCGE website to NASA resources that support geography education. The project begins January 1, 2008.  It is a NASA-supported, but unfunded project. NCGE considers it as a public service project in cooperation with NASA.

3. iGETT (NSF)
The project is to support the development of a national workforce capable of geospatially information based decision-making in a variety of domains. Specifically, iGETT aims to develop an effective way for two-year colleges to train faculty and implement integrated geospatial programs that educate technologists and provide training opportunities for working professionals.
Fund Campaign
NCGE is initiating a life-insurance based capital fund campaign. The Finance Committee with NCGE Treasurer Howard Johnson, have researched the feasibility and of the program and determined it has significant potential for NCGE finances over the long term time horizon. The campaign was announced in Oklahoma City at the 2007 conference and additional information is forthcoming. 

Public Policy

NCGE approved a resolution at the Oklahoma City conference to publicly take a positive position on the passage of legislation during the 110th Congress that are related to Teaching Geography is Fundamental. The resolution will be forwarded by the Executive Director to Congress. 

Annual Awards and Recognition

NCGE is in the annual process of receiving nomination information by March 31, 2008 for the Distinguished Teaching Awards that will be presented in five categories at the National Conference in Dearborn. The request for geographic education research proposals for the E.Willard and Ruby S. Miller Awards for Research have been distributed to NCGE, AAG, NSTA, NCSS, and will be directed to all geography department chairs for circulation to faculty members. 

Respectfully submitted,

Kim Crews, Executive Director of NCGE,

and 

Joseph Stoltman, Vice President for Research and External Relations
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